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I  Do,  as  far  as  in  me  lyes. 
Allow  of  the' Printing  of 
this  Book. 


Fra:  North 


TH  E  Author  premifeth,  That  the  mat¬ 
ters  comprized  in  the  enfuing  Treatife 
relating  to  Points  of  Law,  or  Expofitions 
of  any  the  Statutes  therein  mentioned,  are 
not  barely  upon  his  own  Opinion.  But 
therein  he  hath  taken  the  Judgment  and 
Refolution  of  Gouncel  Learned  in  the  Law. 


TO  THE  ■ 

Right  Honourable,, 

Sir  Jofeph  IVilliamfon  Knight  and 

Baronet, Principal  Secretary  ofState 

to  CHARLES  the  Second,  Ki  ng  of 
Great  Byitt  &i yi^Ey mice  &  Zycltwd^cc* 
and  Lord  Ambaffadonr  and  Plene- 
potentiary  for  the  Treaty  of  a  Ge¬ 
neral  Peace  at  Nimmegen. 


THe  fubje&  of  the  enfu- 
ing  Treadle  is  Gold 


and  Silver ,  the  Orna¬ 
ment  and  Riches  of this  King- 
dome  i  And  the  defgn  there  - 
of  is  to  mal^e  thofe  Metals  (in 


A 


remo- 


* 


removing  the  Abujes  coin- 
milted  therein J  to  he  really 
fo. ,  S tig  although  the  Sphear 
wherein  I  move  in  relation  to 
my  hiowledg  of  thofe  Metals , 
hath  rendred  me  capable  to 
make  a  real  and  plain  demon - 
-  flration  of  the  Abujes  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  fame 3  and  what 
remedies  to  apply  j  yet  with¬ 
out  the  favourable  approbation 
and  affiance  of  thofe  in  Emi¬ 
nent  Places  of  Authority ,  it 
may  fail  of  the  defgned  end \ 
'which  is  to  prevent  the  de¬ 
ceitful  wording  of  Gold  and 
Silver :  The  Confi deration  of 

which . 


9m 


7  Dedicatory. 

which  ,  and  fir  that  1  could 
not  apply  myfilf  to  any  per  fin 
fir  the  Patronage  of  fi  Pub - 
lique  a  Concern,  more  properly 
than  to  your  Honour ,  whofe 
Gnat  Wifdom  and  Integrity 
to  the  Publique-W >al,  hath 
advanced your  Honour  in  His 
Maje flies  Favour  to  Places 
of  greatefl  Eminency  in  the 
State:  Sir,  blowing  his  Ma¬ 
defies  Gracious  Inclination , 
and  the  intent  of  our  Laws, 
is  for  the  fecuring  his  People 
from  injury  j  And  that  the 
matter  of  the  enfuing  Difcourfi 
may  be  no  fmall  Inflrument 


f 

for  effecting  thereof  in  cafes 
relating  to  thofe  Metals,  1  am 
emboldened  to  makg  my  burna¬ 
ble  Addrefs  to  your  Honour 5 
humbly  imploring  your  Ho¬ 
nours  Favourable  Acceptance 
and  Countenance  of  thefe  my  , 
weaf^  Endeavours ;  And  that  ? 
you  mill  pleafe  to  be  Inflru- 
mental  to  enforce  the  due  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  Laws  in  force 
made  for  Regulation  of  the 
worbing  of  Gold  and  Silver  ; 
And  where  any  debility  Jhall 
appear  in  thofe  Laws ,  to Jup- 
ply  the  fame  by  promoting  feme 
more  effectual  Remedy  for  the 

pre- 


preventing  all  Abufes  there - 
in,  and  the  advancing  His 
Majejlies  Honour  by  the  ho- 
nefl  ManufaBuring  of  Gold 
and  S ilver ,  that  therein  we 
he  not  inferiour  to  other  Na¬ 
tions  ,  which  is  the  hearty 
Tray  errand Jhall  be  the  earnefl 
Endeavour  of 

Right  Honourable, 

..  I  % 

Your  Honours  humble 
and  devoted  Servant, 

W.B. 


,  -  \ 


I-^Here  having  not  heretofore 
(that  ever  I  could  hear  of) 

'  been  expofed  to  Publique  view 
any  Treatife  of  this  kind  5  This 
therefore  may  occafion  more  than 
ordinary  Curiofity  in  Infpe&ing  the 
Particulars  thereof  ,  and  perhaps  di-  ^ 
fpofe  the  Reader  to  the  Confederations 
following.  ■>  ’  ■; 

pirftj  Whether  the  Matter  of  it  be 

frw$ 

\ 

Secondly  ,  What  fhould  incite  me  to 
this  attempt  ? 

Thirdly ,  Whether  it  be  not  againjl 
the  Rules  of  a  My  fiery  thus publique  ly  to 
difcover  them  ? 

Fourthly,  _ 


i 


.70  the  Redder. 

Fourthly,  Whether  it  may  not  (in- 
fie  ad  of  the  good  propofed  J  become  a 
difpar  agement  to  the  Manufacture ,  and 
fo  a  prejudice  to  the  Fraders  therein  ? 

■V  .  '  t  ,f.\  •S  '■  ■ 

Fifthly ,  Whether  this  may  not  re¬ 
flect  upon  the  W trdens  of  the  Company  fy 
fuppojing  that  they  do  not  perform  their 
Duty  in  fuppr effing  thefe  defects  ? 

Ms  to  the  Fir  ft. 

•  * 

I  refer  the  Reader  to  the  Statutes  and 
other  Laws  (for  Regulating  the  Gold- 
fmiths  Craft)  herein  cited,  and  his  own 
obfervation,  (from  what  is  here  inti¬ 
mated)  how  the  fame  have  been  pur- 
fued. 

^ (y  , r  '  i  v  r  v* ,  e 

Fo  the  Second . 

I  have  been  moved  hereunto  from 
a  defire  of  the  Publique  Good,  Every 
honeft  man  s  private  benefit,  and  of 
dete&ing  deceit  and  falfhood. 


■  '  To  the  Reader. 

To  the  Third. 

What  I  have  here  difcovered,  is  not 
the  Honeft  Myftery  or  Craft  in  Work¬ 
ing  and  Faihioning  the  Wares,  (which 
in  all  Trades  is  to  be  conceal’d )  but 
the  Publique  Rules  of  our  Laws,  and 
good  Intentions  of  our  Law-Makers 
to  prevent  Deceit  in  the  Exercife  of 
that  Myftery  which  ill  difpofed  Crafts¬ 
men  in  all  Ages  have  been  too  prone  to 
contrive  ana  pra&ice. 

,  To  the  Fourth. 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  for  the 
offences  of  fome,  all  Ihould  be  con¬ 
demned  ;  Or  that  if  fome  Wares  be 
deceitful,  all  Ihould  be  fo  made ;  For 
I  aver.  That  fome  there  be  of  this 
Trade  (to  their  honour  be  it  fpoken) 
that  have  not,  nor  will  not  in  this 
Trade  of  a  Goldfmith  vary  from  the 
Rules  and  Principles  of  Law  and  Ho- 
nefty,  by  working  or  felling  adultera¬ 
ted  Gold  or  Silver  Works ,  though 
j  ftrongly  befet  with  the  temptations  of 

gains 


To  the  Redder. 

gains  for  a  more  plentiful  livelihood  $ 
and  it  cannot  be  denyed,  that  a  per- 
fon  brought  up  in  a  Trade  to  live  ho- 
neftly  thereon  (to  fee  his  Neighbours 
draw  away  his  Cuftomers  by  deceit¬ 
ful  Wares  under  colour  of  Cheap  nefs, 
or  leffer  profit  for  his  work, -when  in¬ 
deed  he  makes  greater  advantages 
thereby)  and  not  be  enfnared  to  do  the 
like  practices,  argues  more  than  an  or¬ 
dinary  integrity  and  conflancy. 

To  the  Fifth. 

It  is  well  known  theWardens  of Gold- 
fmiths,  London^  have  and  will  readily  j 
hear  all  Complaints  that  ihall  be  made 
to  them  therein  by  any  perfon  what-  * 
foever5  and  purfiih  the  Offenders:  But 
the  Workers  and  Sellers  in  this  Trade 
being  fo  numerous,  and  the  Tranff 
greffors  fo  fubtile  to  conceal  their  de- 
ceipt,  and  evade  the  puniihment,  that 
the  endeavours  of  the  Wardens, as  yet 
hath  been,  fo  ftill  will  be  but  awveak 
remedy,  unlefs  the  buyer  or  Cuftomer 
who  wears  and  ufes  the  Commodity 
be  made  capable  of  knowing  the  good 

Wares 


t 


To  the  Reader, 

Wares  from  the  bad,  and  the  true  va¬ 
lue  of  either,  and  how  ,to  puniih  the 
offenders,  which  is  the  intent  of  the 
enfuing  Difcourle ;  Wherefore  cra¬ 
ving  the  favourable  Conftru&ion  of 
the  Wardens  and  Company  of  the  My~ 
ftery  of  Goldfmiths,  London  -  And  all 
honeft  Workers  and  Sellers  of  Gold*, 
fmiths  Work,for  this  my  undertaking,* 
I  allure  them  and  all  my  good  Coun¬ 
trymen,  That  lvalue  not  the  Calum¬ 
nies  of  fuch  who  lhall  be  difpleafed  for 
difcovering  their  deceitful  pra&ices  - 
My  only  aym  and  intention  in  this 
Matter  being  to  procure  an  honeft  Re¬ 
formation  in  the  making  of  Gold  and 
Silver  Works,  and  all  other  Goldfmiths 
Work  what  foe  ver.  ■  "  x 

And  having  thus  caff:  in  my  Mite  in 
lo  juft  a  matter,  I  have  difcharged  my 
Confcience,  and  remain  a  devoted  Ser¬ 
vant  to  the  Publique  Good, 

■  * .  »  '  ■  *  '  *  ^ 1 

W.  B.  ■ 
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Gold  and  Silver  W ares  : 

;  OR, 

A  Manual  for  Goldfnitbs. 

i 

THat  there  hath  been  and  is  a 
great  abufe  to  the  People  of 
this  Kingdome  in  the  Silver 
and  Gold  that  is  wrought  in¬ 
to  the  feveral  forts  of  Wares  in  ufe 
amongft  us3  is  no  hard  matter  to  ma- 
nifeft  *  For  if  there  were,  infpe&ion 
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made  into  the  Silver  that  is  wrought 
into  Buckles  for  Belts, Girdles,  Shooes* 
Garters,  andluch  like-  And  Hilts  for 
Swords  and  the  pieces  thereto  belong¬ 
ing  •  And  all  other  forts  of  fmall  work 
both  of  Gold  and  Silver,  and  the  value 
thereof  truly  Examined,  a  great  part 
thereof  would  be  found  to  want  very 
much  of  the  value  it  ought  to  be  ofj 
in  refped  both  of  the  Standard,  and 
the  Price  it  was  fold  at,  whereby  the 
wearing  buyer  is  abufed  and  defrau¬ 
ded,  and  the  Lawes  infringed,  for  the 
private  benefit  only  of  deceitful  and 
ill-minded  men.  To  dired  therefore 
in  the  Difcovery  of  Falfe  Wares,  and 
to  prevent  the  Evils  arifing  thence, 
I  have  framed  this  Difcourfe,  which 
eonfifts  of  Three  Parts;  As, 

Firft,  What  Sih  er  and  Gold  is  iff  its 
own  Nature^  and  the  Sort  or 
Standard that  is  of  ought  to  be 
in  uje  amongjl  ns. 

Secondly,  ^  recital  of  the  Statutes 
and  other  Lawes  in  force  for 
preventing  the  working  and 
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felling  Gold  and  Silver  Work, 
that  is  worfe  than  that  Stan¬ 
dard, 

s  ,  v  ■  4  . 

Thirdly,  Some  Notes  giving  light  to 
thofe  Statutes  ?  and  dire  cling 
how  to  prevent  Dc-ceipt  in  Gold 
or  Silver  work->  and  the  way  of 
Redrefs  for  fuch  Offences. 

Silver  is  a  Mineral  of  that  Excellent 
Nature,  that  when  it  is  in  the  higheft 
degree  of  finenefs,  it  will  endure  melt¬ 
ing  a  long  time  in  extream  heat,  with 
but  very  little  waft,  which  quality 
is  not  in  any  other  Mettal,  fave  Gold, 
which  (in  the  fineft  degree)  is  more 
fixt,  and  will  endure  the  fire  with  Lefs 
waft:  Wherefore  Gold  and  Silver  for 
this  excellency  and  their  fcarcenefs, 
and  capablenefs  of  being  wrought  into 
fo  many  forts  of  llfefui  and  Ornamen¬ 
tal  things  above  other  Mettals,  is  one 
Reafon  that  it  bears  fo  great  a  value* 
and  anfwers  all  things. 

Our  fore-fathers  confidering  that 
Silver  in  its  fineft  degree  would  be  too 

B  2W  -  foft 
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fofr  for  life  and  fervice  (  for  the  fineft 
Silver  is  almoft  as  foft  as  Lead),  did 
confult  to  reduce  or  harden  the  Silver 
(by  allaying  it  with  bafer  Metal)  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  it  might  be  both 
ferviceable  in  the  works,  and  alio  in 
the  wearing  keep  its  native  White- 
nels-  And  upon  Experiment  and  due 
Confideration ,  did  agree  that  there 
fliould  be  put  Eighteen  penny  weight 
of  fine  Copper  into  Eleven  Ounces  and 
two  penny  weight  Troy  of  the  fineft 
Silver ,  both  which  makes  Twelve 
Ounces  or  the  pound  Troy .  And  lb 
according  to  that  proportion  for  more 
or  lefs  .  (where  it  is  to  be  obferved^ 
That  either  Tin,  Pewter  or  Lead  being 
put  into  Gold  or  Silver  for  the  allay¬ 
ing  thereof,  or  being  mixt  therewith, 
renders  it  extream  brittle,  and  alto¬ 
gether  unfit  for  work)  which  degree 
of  allay  is  concluded  upon  by  the  Law¬ 
makers  of  this.  Kingdome,  to  be  the 
Standard  for  all  Silver  Money,  and  all 
Silver  Works,  and  is  commonly  cal¬ 
led  the  Sterling  </llUy  (from  the  EJler - 
lings  or  men  that  came  from  the  Eajl- 
Country,  and  were  the  firft  Contri¬ 
vers 


ana  Sitter  CBare#. 

vers  and  makers  of  that  allay;)  And 
this  is  that  which  is  meant  in  the  Sta¬ 
tute  of  1 8  Eliz.  Cap. 1 5.  by  the. Expref- 
fion,  (to  wit)  Not  lefs  in  fnenefs  than 
that  of-  11  Ounces  two  penny  weight. 
And  for  this  purpofe  divers  Statutes 
have;  been  made,  which  I  have  here 
recited  'verbatim  as  followeth. 

The  Statute  28  Edw.  1.  Cap.  20, 

31 1  is  £Dr&aine5,€:hat  no  ©oiDfntith 

of  England ,  nor  none  otherwhere 
toithin  the  fcings  Dominions ,  (hall 
from  henceforth  make  or  caufe  to  he 
maoeanp  manner  of  SJeffel,  jeluel,  or 
an?  other  thing  of  ©ols  or  Sitter,  ejc* 
cept  it  he  of  gcoo  ano  true  allay,  (that 
to  to  fay)  Cole  of  a  Certain  touch, ano 
Sitter  of  the  Sterling  allay ,  or  of 
better  at  the  pleafure  of  hint  to  itiljom 
the  heiongeth ;  nits  that  none' 
Utojk  tuorfe  Sitter  then  ;  $ns 
that  no  manner  of  CJeffef  of  Sitter 
hepartcut  of  the  hanbs  of  the  Klorfn 
ers  until  it  he  affayeh  by  the  CSJar-- 
nens  of  the  Craft ;  ano  further,  that 
it  he  mat  feeo  loith  the  Leopards- fpeao  ? 
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6  a  Conclpflane  fo|  Com 

aim  tfjat  tfjep  nmjk  no  too?fe  Cold 
tljen  of  tlje  touclj  of  pacis  5  and  tftat , 
tlje  gardens  of  tlje  Craft  fljail  go 
from  ©Ijcp  to  ©Ijop  among  tlje  Cold* 
fmstljs  to  nffap  if  tljeic  Cold  be  of  tlje 
fame  touclj  tljat  10  fpofeeit  of  before : 
and  if  tljep  fiim  anp  otljet  tljett  of  tlje  • 
Couclj  afojefaitij  tlje  Cold  fljail  be  fo?* 
There  feit  to  tlje  fifing ;  [  ano  tljat  none  fljail 

ZssL°f  mafee  ^!!,33 >  Ctoffes ,  no?  locks,] 
tuu,[_mt  aim  tfjat  none  fljail  fet  anp  done  in 
f,au  mak*  (55O[0  ercept  it  be  I2atutal ;  aim  tljat 
fafnlr r<"  'Sobers  0?  Cutters  of  ©tones,  am? 
Loc^S}  ]Re-of  ©eals,  fljail  gibe  to  eaclj  tljeit 
f“!  as1  ideigljt  of  ©tibec  and  Com  as  neat  as 
tljep  can  upon  tljeit  jfidelitp ;  aim  tlje 
3leineis  of  bafe  Colo  toljicfj  tljep  babe 
tit  tljett  bands,  tljep  fljail  uttec  as  fall 
as  tljep  can ;  am?  from  tljencefo?tlj  if 
tljep  bttp  aisp  of  tlje  fame  CClojfe,  tljep 
fljail  bup  it  to  uic?k  upon ,  ana  not 
to  fell  again :  ana  that  all  tlje  gam 
Colons  of  England  toljete  anp  Cold- 
fntitb  be  startling,  fljail  be  $)?deted 
Becoming  to  tljis  ©tatute,  as  tljep  of 
-  London  be ;  and  tljat  one  fljail  come 
from  ebetp  gam  Cobin  fo?  all  tlje  refi* 
due  tljat  be  smelling  in  tlje  fame,  unto 

London 
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ano  S'iliia-  ©Hares. 

London,  foj  to  be  afcertufnett  of  tfjdc 
Coucl).  9no  if  anp  be  at* 

tainteo  hereafter  becaufe  that  be  bath 
tione  otbci'Uiife  tf)en  before  ns  C^bam* 
eo,  be  fijaU  be  pimifb.cb  bp  impittoii' 
went  ano  bp  canfome  at  tbe  Kings 
pleafure*  3no  nattnitblfanotng  ail 
tbefe  things  before  menttaneo,  01  aitp 
point  of  tfjem,  TSotb  tbe  fifing  nno  bta 
Council,  ana  ailtljep  that  torce  patent 
at  tbe  making  of  tins  £>?t>tnance,  uirl  j 
ano  tnteno  tljat  tbe  Eight  nno  p^tv 
cogattbe  of  bis  Ctotun  (ball  be  fabeo  to 
him  in  all  things. 

Stitt.  37  EL  3.  Cap.  7. 

Item,  3lt  is  acco?oeo,  Cljnt  >$aIO< 
fmttbsas  lueli  (n  London  aaeiftiuljere 
Uittfjin  tbe  Realm ,  (ball  make  all 
manner  of  Qafcis  ano  otfjer  ©Hcnfe 
of  S»iibers  toeli  ans  Latofullp  of  tbe 
alfap  of  gcoo  ©teditig;  ano  ebetp 
pallet  <5olofmitb  (ball  babe  a  ma.fe 
bp  ijlmfelf,  ann  tbe  fame  math  (ball  be 
imoton  bp  them  uiljicb  (ball  be  affigneo 
bp  tlje  fifing  to  futbep  their  (Kiojk  ano 
alfap;  3'to  that  tbe  fa  to  ^ehbiKtbs 

IS  4  /  fet 


/  s  S  Cottclj-fione  fo?  <$olb 

fetnot  tljeic  Q3ntkSupou  tfjeit  22Jo?ks 
till  tlje  faib  ©utbepo?s  tjabe  ntabe 
tljei'c  affap  ns  fljalt  be  o?batneb  bp  tlje 
&tng  nub  Ijis  Councel  j  anb  aftec  tfje 
Strap  maae ,  tlje  Smcbepo?  fljalt  fet 
tl )c  filings  flBack,  ono  aftec  tlje  t£5olD« 
fmttlj  ijis  mack  fo?  uiljiclj  be  toitl  an# 
'fioet  Sub  tftat  no  ©olbfmttlj  take  ft? 
fiMfel  loljite  anb  full  fo?  tbc  toeigtjt  of 
a  pottnb.  (tljat  is  to  rap)  of  t&e  p?tce 
of  ttoo  slacks  of  Paris  loetgljt ,  but 
Eighteen  pence  as  ttjep  bo  at  Paris : 
This  [Sub  tljat  not©olbfmttlj  makingSBfjite 
fnlt  »o  fljaii  rnebble  loitfj  gtibmg,] 

coidfmtb  no?  ttjep  tljat  bo  gtlb  tljatt  mebble  to 
*4'  make  totjite  (fteffcl :  Snb  ttjep  tofjicb 
VnTaifo  (ball  be  fo  atfigneb  in  ebetp  Colon  tijatl 
giid  j  Re-  make  tljeic  ©caccljes  as  oftentimes 
Vfri ,«  33  ftall  be  f>?batneb ;  Sub  fo?  tljat 
■  J  '  tnljidj  tljatt  be  in  tije  (Soibfmtttjs 
bcfatilt,  ttjep  fljalt  incut  tlje  pain  of 
fo?feittice  to  tlje  foing,  toe  batue  of  tlie 
£*?etal  tutjicfj  fljatl  be  fount  in  befauit. 
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Stat.  2  /&#.  6.  i  a. 

The  fine nefs  of  Harnefs  of  Silver , 

/V  /6<i/7  ^  marked  with  the 
Leopards  Head. 

Item,  Cljat  no  (©olDfmiU)  no?  tool- 
feet  of  Siluet  teutOin  tfje  d  tp  Of  Lon¬ 
don,  fell  anp  too^ftmanfltjtp  of  diliiet, 
unlefs  it  be  as  fine  as  the  fterling,  ZX* 

cept  tfje  fame  neeo  sSobber  ur  tlje 
mafeing ,  tuljiclj  fljatt  be  allofueo  ac* 

coding  flg  to?  ©ODDer  IS  neceffary 

to  be  io|o«fifet  in  tlje  fame ;  flnn  tljat 
no  ®oibfitm&  no?  Jictoeller,  no?  anp 
otljer  tljat  U)o?feetlj  (parnefs  of  Sillier, 
(bail  fet  anp  of  tlje  fame  to  fale  toitljm 
tlje  dtp,  feefojc  tljat  it  be  CcucljeD 
tottlj  tljetouelj,  ana  alfo  untb  tlje  S3®arfe 
o?  Sign  of  tlje  t£Jo?feman  of  tlje  fame, 
upon  pain  of  jrc?feiture  of  tlje  Double 
Paine  ag  afo?e  is  fata :  9itts  tljat  tlje 
S^atfe  anb  Sign  of  eberp  'SMbfmitl) 
be  fenetnn  to  tlje  Culntacng  of  tfje 
Craft,  anb  if  it  map  be  fount)  tljat 
tlje  faio  Steeper  of  tfje  Couclj,  toticlj 
anp  fltdj  pit  i.TfS  Jv  ^'-  tlje  Leopard’s 

t)cab, .( 
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ij)eaD,  etccpt  it  be  as  fine  fit  alia?  as 
the  Ceding,  that  then  the  teepee  of 
tlje  Couch  fo?  eber?  thing  fo  p?obco 
not  as  goon  m  alia?  as  tfje  faio  ftedfng, 
fljall  forfeit  tfje  Double  ualtte  to  tfje 
&ing,  nun  to  tfje  pact?  ns  is  abobe 
tectteD,  anb  alfo  ft  is  lifscloife  SD \« 

DnmeD  in  tfje  Cttp  Of  York,  New- 
Caftle  upon  Tine,  Lincoln,  Norwich, 
Briftow,  Salisbury  anD  Coventry, 

Chat  eber?  one  fljall  fjabe .  Dibets 
Couches  acco|Dtng  to  the  ©finance 
of  tfje  ^a?o?s,  'Bnpliffs,  o?  ®abrr* 
ttouts  of  tfje  fame  Colons  5  ano  tfjat 
no  ©olDfnutfjs  no?  other  tULfojkcrs  of 
©flbrr,  no?  keepers  of  the  fato  Cou, 
cljes  toitfjin  the  fame  Colons,  fljall  fet 
to  fale  0?  touch  a  up  ©fiber  in  otljec 
mannet  then  is  o?Datiteo,  befoje  tuith* 
in  the  Cit?  of  London,  upon  pain  of 
the  fain  forfeitures.  atm  mo?eober. 
Chat  no  ColDfmfth  0?  other  CHlorker 
of  ©tiber  toithin  the  Eealnt  of  En¬ 
gland,  toherc  no  touch  is  o?oatneo  as 
afo?e  is  faiD,  fljall  loo?fe  an?  Sillier  er# 
_  cept  ft  be  as  fine  in  alia?  as  tlje  ffer. 
liner ;  ans  that  the  ^oiDfmitlj  or  too?# 
ler  of  the  fatr-  Wilber  ret  upon  the 

fame 
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fame  Ijts  99ark  o?  Sign ,  before  f>e 
fet  it  to  Cale :  3nd  if  it  be  found  that 
it  is  not  as  fine  as  tfje  (feeling,  that 
tijen  tbe  tuojfeet  of  tlje  fame  fljall  ftq* 
feit  tlje  Doubt  e  balue  in  manner  ano 
fojm  as  before  is  tccitco  toitbtn  tfje 
Citp  of  London.  9nd  tlje  Jutttccs  of 
Peace,  Sj9apo?s  artd15apUffs,  anDall 
other  bailing  potnet  as  Juftices  of  tlje 
peace,  fljall  ijete  enquire  and  deter# 
mine,  bp  15111 ,  paint ,  o?  in  other 
manner,  all  tljat  do  contrarp  to  tlje  faid 
HDjdinances.  and  tljereef  to  make  due 
erecutlon  bp  their  otferetions.  P?o# 
Hided  alfoapes,  Cljat  if  tlje  jailer  of 
tlje  99 nit  tljat  note  is,  o i  Uiijiclj  fo?  tlje 
time  fljall  be,  offend  oj  babe  offended 
in  bis  €>ffice  of  tlje  faid  £@int,  that 
then  be  be  punifijed  and  3 unified  ac* 
cording  to  tfje  fojrn  of  tlje  fatd  Jnnen* 
tutes. 
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St  at.  1 8  £liz.  i  j. 

Whereas  certain  ebil  OtTpofeO 
©oimmtt!j&'  decettfullpaa  make 
ana  feu  Plate  ana  other  ©old  ana  §>\U 
act  ULlares  to  the  great  Defrauding  of  ! 
Set  s^ajeifie  ana  (jet  gooa  Subjects } 
JFo?  Eemcap  toijereof,  'Be  it  Cnacteo 
bp  tfje  autijoiitp  of  tfjis  pjefent  Par- 
liament,  Cfjnt  no  ©oiafniitlj  from  t&e 
Cfoentieth  aap  of  April  neet  coming 
fijall  luo^li,  fell,  ©tcijangc,  ci  tatife  to 
be  lujougljt,  fold ,  oj  ejrc&attgea,  anp 
Plate  o?  other  ©oi&fmttljs  Places  of 

*®OlD  lefs  in  finenefs  then  that  of  Twen¬ 
ty  two  Carreds,  And  that  he  ufe  no 
Sodder,  Ammel,  or  other  ftuffings 
whatfoever  in  any  of  their  Works 
more  than  is  necelfary  for  the  finilh- 
ing  of  the  lame .  SfitD  tfjflt  tljep  take 
not  abode  tfje  rate  of  Ctoelbe  pence  fo? 
the  ©mice  of^olarbefiaeci  tfje  fanjfon) 
moje  tljcii  tlje  buyer  map  oj  fljait  be 
allotoea  fo?  the  fame  at  tljesEluffiiio 
change  o?  ?0int,  upon  pain  to  forfeit 
the  balue  of  tfje  thing  fo  fold  o?  eccfjati, 
sea  t  3na  tfjat  from  tfje  faia  Ctoen* 

.  ttrtfj 


'  anil  £>ilket  aararcg. 

tictb  bap  of  April,  no  <$albfmttlj  fifjall 
make,  fell  oj  erciiange  in  anp  place 
uutilin  tljjg  Realm, anp  Plate  o»  .©ofis* 
fmmjB  JKJareg  cf  gibber,  lefg  m  fine* 

Itefg  tljcu  tljat  Of  Eleven  Ounces  two 
pennyweight,  no|  take  atobe tlje tate 
Of  Twelve  pence  for  every  pound 
weight  of  Plate  or  Wares  of  Silver, 
(btiiOeg  tlje  fafljlon )  more  then  the 
buyer  ihall  or  may  be  allowed  for  the 
fame  at  the  Queens  Exchange  or  Mint- 

I3oj  put  to  foie,  eEcfwnge  o?  fell  anp 
plate  <$olcfmitljs  Sfllojk  of  SnP 
bee  before  Ije  Sjadj  fet  his  own  Mark 
to  fo  UlUtlj  tljcteof  ag  conveniently 

map  beat  tlje  fame,  upon  pain  to  fop 
feit  tlje  balue  of  tlje  tiling  fo  folb  o? 
ctcljaiigeb :  aim  tf  anp  Qolofniitlj  (halt 
make  anp  'Solormitljg  £©o?k  o?  Plate, 
anb  tlje  fame  aftec  tlje  fain  Ctoentietii 
bap  of  April,  fljall  be  toucljeb,matkeb 
anb  allotoeb  foj  gtob  bp  tlje  fSlacoeno 
o?  flatlets  of  that  99pfletp,  9nb  if  fit 
tlje  fame  tljete  fljall  be  founb  anp 
falUjiun  ojbeceit,  then  tlje  22latbeng 
anb  Corporation  of  tljat  99ptfetp  fo? 
tlje  time  being,  fljall  forfeit  anb  pap 
t&e  balue  of  t{je  t&ing  fo  ejeefranffeb 
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o?  fold.  C&e  one  fl9opctp  of  all  luljicfj 
.forfeitures  Sjall  be  to  tlje  life  of  t&e 
CluBeujS  jeffie  *  nnb  tlje  otljet  ^op* 
ctp  to  tlje  ufe  of  fuel)  partp  gtte&eo 
aim  fuftaiiung  lofts  tljetbp  ajs  mill  fue 
fo?  tije  fame  in  nnp  Court  of  iRecojD, 
bp  anion,  'Bill,  plaint,  Information, 
or  atljeclusfe;  tnljetein  no  Cffopne, 
Protection,  or  ullager  of  Labs  fljall  be 
aomitteo  for  tlje  Defeimant. 

i 

From  which  Statutes  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved ,  That  no  manner  of  Silver 
Work  whatfoever  made,  fold  or  ex¬ 
changed  in  any  place  within  this 
Realm,  is  to  be  worfe  than  the  afore- 
faid  Standard  or  Sterling  allay. 

And  for  the  better  obferving  thefe 
Rules,  the  perfons  ufing  that  Myftery 
in  and  about  the  City  of  London  have 
been  and  are  Incorporated  by  the 
Name  of  the  Wardens  and  Company 
of  the  Myftery  of  Goldfmiths  of  the 
City  of  London  5  and  all  that  exercife 
that  Myftery  in  the  faid  City  and  Li¬ 
berties  thereof ,  ought  to  be  of  that 
Company .  though  many  there  are  of 

that 


i ' 


atiD  ©tlhet:  Gllateg* 

that  Myftery  who  (through  miftake  or 
defign)  are  Free  of  other  Companies, 
which  yet  hinders  not  but  that  they 
are  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  in  re- 
fpedt  of  their  Works,  as  much  under 
the  power  of  the  faid  Company,  as 
their  own  proper  Members  are-  The 
Wardens  thereof  (I  mean  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  Goldfmiths)  are  by  the  firft 
recited  Statute  and  their  Charter,  Au- 
thorifed  to  fearch  amongft  all  the 
Goldfmiths,  and  all  others  Trading  in 
Gold  and  Silver  Work  in  any  place 
within  this  Realm,  And  to  affay  their 
Gold  and  Silver  Work,  and  to  break 
and  deface  all  they  do  find  of  worfe 
allay  than  is  appointed  by  the  afore 
recited  Statutes  •  And  to  fine  the  Of¬ 
fenders  to  the  value  of  the  Offence : 
Which  large  and  copious  Authority 
is  known  to  have  been  put  in  pra&ice  : 
And  for  the  Readers  further  know¬ 
ledge  of  all  the  Power  and  Authority 
to  them  given,  I  refer  him  to  the  I n- 
rolment  of  the  Patent  now  remaining 
of  Record  in  theChappeJof  the  Rolls, 
a  true  Copy  of  which  faithfully  ren- 
dred  into  Engliih,  is  hereunto  annexed* 

And 


1 6  a  S:ouc(>fione  fo?  $oi  a 

For  the  more  eafie  difcovering  the 
Workers  and  Sellers  of  unlawful  Gold 
or  Silver  Work ,  the  Statutes  afore- 
faid  do  appoint.  That  every  Mafter 
Worker  in  Goldfmiths  Work  with¬ 
in  this  Realm,  (hall  fiave  his  proper 
Mark,  and  the  fame  Marks  (hall  fet  on 
their  Works,  before  it  be  fet  to  (ale. 

'  v  *  6  'f  1  *  '  \ 

And  that  all  fuch  Workers  Marks 
(in  the  City  of  London  and  Three  miles 
compafs  of  the  fame)  to  be  known  to 
thofe  afligned  by  the  King  to  Survey 
i  their  Work  and  Allay,  that  is,  the 
Wardens  of  the  Goldfmiths,  And  all 
other  Workers  Marks  in  the  leveral 
places  where  Touches  be  ordained,  to 
be  known  to  thole  appointed  there  to 
Survey  their  work  and  allay ,  upon 
the  fame  penalty  as  is  appointed  for 
working  or  felling  courfe  Silver-work, 
(that  is)  to  forfeit  the  value  of  the  Sil¬ 
ver  work  not  marked  with  the  Wor¬ 
ker’s  Mark,or  marked  with  a  Mark  not 
fo  made  known 3  although  the  Silver  be 
of  the  finenefs  of  Sterling. 

And  by  reafon  that  under  the  gene¬ 
ral 
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ral  term  (of  any  Goldfmittis  JVork) men¬ 
tion’d  in  the  Stat.  of  18  £liz>.  15*  is 
comprehended  all  Wier-work  and 
Lace  of  Gold  andSilver3  which  can¬ 
not  be  marked  with  the  workers  Marks 
(to  anfwer  the  intent  of  the  Law,) 
therefore  our  Law-Makers  have  put 
in  this  Provifo  in  the  faid  Stat.  1 8  £Liz> ; 
15.  (viz,)  to  let  the  workers  Mark  to 
fomuch  of  his  Work  as  will  convenh 
ently  bear  the  fame ;  but  for  all  other 
Goldfmiths  work,  it  will  bear  the 
Workers  Mark  with  as  much  convent* 
ency  as  with  reafon  can  be  defired. 


And  for  all  Silver  Work  that  is  of 
themoft  Eminent  account  (of  which 
are  all  forts  comprehended  under  the 
Names  of  £e\]els  and  Harnefs  that  are 
I  made  in  and  about  the  City  of  London , 
and  within  three  miles  of  the  fame) 
thefe  are  not  to  be  left  unto  or  recei¬ 
ved  upon  the  Credit  and  Reputation 
of  the  Maker  thereof,  by  having  only 
his  Mark  thereto  *  But  the  Credit  and 
Reputation  of  the  Company  by  their 
fetting  their  Marks  to  the  fame,  who 
are  furely  the  moll  likely  to  continue* 

C  i  x  and 
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■  and  molt  able  to  make  fatisfa&ion  jin 
cafe  of  defeat,  as  is  appointed  by  the 
laid  Statutes,  when  the  Worker  and 
Seller  may  be  dead,  or  by  feveral  ways 
difabled  to  make  recompence  to  the 
parties  wronged. 

The  Company  of  Goldfmiths  con- 
fidering  that  their  Wardens  are  by 
their  Charter  and  the  Statutes  afore- 
.  faid,  appointed  to  Survey,  Aflay  and 
Mark  the  Silver-work,  and  thatthefe 
Officers  are  yearly  chofen  according  | 
to  their  Ufage  out  of  their  Members 
of  the  Affiftants,  in  courfe  as  they  re¬ 
ceived  their  Admittance  into  thofe 
Places ;  And  that  fuch  Choice  fome- 
times  falls  upon  them  that  are  either 
of  other  Trades,  or  not  Skill’d  in  that* 
Curious  Art  of  making  Aflays  of  Gold 
and  Silver,  and  confequently  unable 
to  make  a  true  Report  of  the  Good- 
nefs  thereof,  or  elfe  the  neceffary  At¬ 
tendance  therein  being  too  great  a 
Burden  for  the  Wardens  •  Therefore 
they  have  appointed  an  Aff ay-Maftefr, 
called  by  them  their  Deputy-Warden, 
allowing  him  a  confiderable  Yearly 

Sailary, 
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Sallary,  and  who  takes  an  Oath  to 
this  effed,  (viz.)  to  perform  that  Of¬ 
fice  Faithfully  according  to  the  beft 
of  his  Skill,  that  is,  to  make  true  affay 
of  all  Gold  and  Silver  brought  to  their 
Office  for  that  purpofe>  and  elfewhere 
as  the  Wardens  and  Company  fliall  ap- 
point,  and  give  a  true  Report  of  the 
goodnefs  or  badnefs  of  the  fame. 


They  have  alfo  caufed  to  be  made 
(according  to  the  aforeiaid  Statutes 
and  their  Charter)  Punchions  of  Steel, 
and  marks  at  the  end  of  them,  both 
great  and  fmall  of  theffe  feveral  forts 
following,  (that  is)  the  Leopard  s  Head 
Crowned ,  the Lyon^and a  Letter ,  (a  true 
Emblem  of  which  Marks  are  expref- 
fed  in  the  Copper  Cut  following) 
which  Letter  is  changed  Alphabeti¬ 
cally  every  Y  ear  •  the  reafon  of  change- 
ing  thereof  is,  (as  I  conceive)  for  that 
by  the  afore  recited  Statutes  it  is  Pro¬ 
vided.  That  ifanv  Silver  Work  that 

j 

is  worfe  than  Sterling  be  marked  with 
the  Companies  Marks,  the  Wardens 
and  Corporation  for  the  time  being 
fliall  make  recompence  to  the  party 

C  2  grieved. 
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grieved ;  fo  that  if  any  fuch  default 
ihould  happen  ,  they  can  tell  by  the 
Letter  on  the  Work  in  what  Year  it 
was  Allayed  and  marked,  and  thereby 
know  which  of  their  own  Officers 
deceived  them,  and  from  them  obtain 
over,  arecompence.  Thefe  Marks  are 
every  Year  made  New  for  the  ufe  of 
the  New  Wardens ;  and  although  the 
Allaying  isreferr’d  to  the  Affay-Ma- 
fter,  yet  the  Touch-Wardens  looks  to 
the  Striking  the  Marks, 

They  have  al'o  made  in  a  part  of 
their  Hall, a  place  called  by  them  their 
stffay-Office  ,  as  is  before  mentioned, 
wherein  is  a  Sworn  Weigher,his  Duty 
is  to  weigh  all  Silver  Work  into  the 
Office,  and  enter  the  fame  into  a  Book 
for  that  purpofe  •  And  alfo  to  weigh 
it  out  again  to  the  Owner,  (only  four 
Grains  out  of  every  Twelve  Ounces 
"that  is  marked,  is  according  to  their 
Antient  Cuftome  to  be  detained  and 
kept  for  a  re-  affaying  once  in  every 
Year  all  the  Silver  Works  they  have 
palled  for  good  the  year  foregoing. 

'  In 
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In  this  Office  is  likewife  kept  for 
I  Publique  View  a  Table  or  Tables  ar¬ 
tificially  made  in  Columns  (that  is  to 
fay )  one  Column  of  hardened  Lead, 

!  another  of  Parchment  or  Velom,-  and 
feveral  of  the  fame  forts  ;  In  the  Lead 
Columns  are  ftruck  or  entred  the 
|  Workers  Marks,  ( which  are  generally 
the  two  firjl  Letters  of  their  Chriftian 
and  Sirnames )  and  right  againft  them 
in  the  Parchment  orVelom  Columns 
are  writ  and  entred  the  Owners 
Names;  This  is  that  which  is  meant 
in  the  before  recited  Statutes,  by  the 
Expreffion  of  making  the  Workers  Mark 
known  to  the  Survey ers,  or  fVardens  of 
the  Craft:  Which  laid  Wardens  Duty 
is  to  fee  that  the  Marks  be  plain,  and 
of  a  fit  S  ze,  and  notone  like  another- 
And  to  require  the  thus  Entring  the 
laid  Marks,  Andalfo  thefetting  them 
clear  and  vifible  on  all  Gold  and  Silver- 
work,  not  only  on  every  Work,  but 
alfo  on  every  part  thereof  that  is 
wrought  apart,  and  afterwards  Sod- 
dered  or  made  fall  thereto  in  finilhing 
the  fame.  v 

C  3  Tlx 
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The  reafon  for  fetting  the  Worker  s 
Mark  on  every  part  of  the  /Vork^  is  to 
take  away  all  colour  of  excufe  from 
the  maker  of  falfe  work,  who  might 
otherwife  craftily  pretend  that  the 
part  marked  by  him  was  good  Silver 
or  Gold,  and  (the  unmarked  part  be¬ 
ing  bad)  that  the  bad  was  added  by 
fome  body  elfe  fince  the  Plate  went 

out  of  his  hand.  :  * 

< 

Every  Worker  aforefaid  is  not  only 
obliged  to  enter  his  Mark  on  the  Table 
aforefaid,  But  according  to  the  Com¬ 
panies  By-Law  for  that  purpofe,  is  at 
the  fame  time  to  enter  in  a  Book  (kept 
for  that  purpofe  in  the  s4fiay-Office)  the 
place  of  his  habitation ;  and  if  he  re¬ 
move  to  any  other  place,  then  to  en¬ 
ter  the  fame  alfo  in  the  Book  afore¬ 
faid,  fo  that  their  habitations  may  be 
always  known  to  the  Wardens  of  the 
Craft.  *  :  ‘if  }. 

The  Reafon  is,  for  that  if  at  any  time 
any  Gold  or  Silver  Wares  be  found  to 
be  of  worfe  Allay  then  they  (hould  be, 
the  V^orker  (by  his  Mark  let  thereon) 

although 
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although  he  may  not  be  known  to  the 
party  grieved,  yet  by  application  to 
the  Company,  and  by  their  comparing 
the  Mark  on  the  Work,  to  the  Marks 
on  their  Table,  may  thereby  be  pre- 
fently  difeovered. 

Every  Worker  dwelling  in  theCity 
of  London-)  and  Three  miles  compafs  of 
the  fame  City,  and  alfo  thole  m  other 
places  whofe  Marks  are  not  fo  made 
known,  according  to  the  aforefaid 
Statutes ,  fuch  Marks  are  deemed  no 
Marks ,  and  the  making  and  felling 
Gold  or  Silver  work  whereon  iuch 
fraudulent  Marks  arefet,  is  as  punilh- 
able  as  the  working  and  felling  Gold 
or  Silver  work  that  is  worle  than  Stan¬ 
dard  as  aforefaid. 

And  if  the  Companies  Marks,or  the 
Workers  Marks  that  are  made  known 
to  the  Surveyers  or  W ardens  as  alore- 
faid,  (hould  be  counterfeited  on  any 
Gold  or  Silver  work,  by  any  ways  or 
means  whatfoever,  the  Counterfeiter 
thereof  is  puuilhable  for  every  fuch 
offence,  by  Indictment,  and  Fine  to  the 

C  4:  ■ '  King9 
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King,  and  fometimes  (as  the  Offence 
may  be  circumftantiated)  by  the  Pil¬ 
lory  .  after  which  the  Company  or 
Party  whofe  Marks  are  Counterfeited, 
may  bring  their  A&ion  againfl:  the 
Offender,  and  recover  the  damage 
fuftained. 

Our  Law-Makers  (as  I  conceive)  did  * 
think  the  thus  fetting  the  Marks  on 
theVVork,  to  be  the  fecureft  way  to 
prevent  Fraud  in  this  kind •  for  if  it 
would  not  deter  from  the  working 
and  felling  Courfe  Silver  and  Gold 
Wares,  yet  would  it  be  a  fure  way  to 
find  out  the  Offenders,  and  to  have 
the  injured  righted :  But  if  the  Marks 
might  be  omitted, and  the  work  fliould  i 
pals  but  into  a  third  Owners  hands, 
for  the  mofl:  part  it  would  be  impoffi- 
ble  to  difcern  one  man’s  Work  from 
another, by  reafon  that  divers  workers 
make  all  forts  of  Work  in  Ihape  fo 
fleer  alike.  ' 


If 
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It  is  queried  by  feme ,  Whether  the 
omitting  to  mark  Silver  Work 
that  is  Sterlings  be  punishable  by 
law 3  it  being  no  pofitive  deceit  f 

To  which  I  anfwer. 

;  J  \  * 

That  where  a  Statute  commands  a 
thing  to  be  done,  if  the  fame  be  omit¬ 
ted  ,  it  is  a  contempt  of  that  Law, 
and  punilhable .  efpeciaily  in  this  cafe 
where  it  may  be  confidered,  That  al¬ 
though  it  be  notadireft  deceit?yet  to 
omit  the  marking  good  Silver  work, 
is  of  ill  example,  and  opens  a  door  to 
deceit :  for  the  permitting  a  worker 
to  omit  the  fetting  his  Mark  or  the 
Companies  Marks  on  his  good  work, 
is  to  encourage  him  at  another  time 
to  work  Courfe  Gold  or  Silver,  fince 
by  fuch  omiflion  the  Maker  and  Seller 
thereof  will  thereby  remain  undifeo- 
vered,  and  fo  avoid  making  fatisfa&i- 
on  for  his  deceipt. 

For  the  Difcovery  of  falfe  Gold  and 
Silver  from  that  .which  is  good,  and 
to  know  the  true  valf  Whereof,  the 

manner 
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manner  is  this :  The  Affay-Mafter  puts 
a  frnall  quantity  of  the  Silver  upon 
tryal  in  the  fire,  and  then  taking  the 
fame  out  again ,  he  with  his  exa6t 
Scales  that  will  turn  with  the  weight 
of  the  hundredth  part  of  a  Grain,  com- 
putes  and  reports  the  goodnefsor  the 
badnefs  of  the  Gold  or  Silver. 

In  this  Office  are  kept  the  Tools  to 
ftrike  the  Companies  Marks ,  which 
ought  to  be  done  clear  and  vifible  on 
fuch  Work  that  is  Standard  5  and 
what  is  worfe  ought  to  be  broken  and 
defaced,  whereby  Thoufands  of  Oun¬ 
ces  of  defective  Silver  yearly  receives 
execution :  whence  it  may  be  inferred, 
That  if  fo  many  pieces  of  Plate  and 
Silver  Work  (that  are  brought  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  Companies  Marks)  be  bro* 
ken  and  defaced,  which  were  not  fu- 
fpetted  by  the  Owner,  thenfurely  the 
Silver  Work  never  defigned  to  be 
brought  to  be  Affayed  and  Marked* 
much  more  deferves  to  be  fo  ferved. 

The  faid  Company  hath  now  ap^ 
pointed  or  ’  Three  dayes  in  every 
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Week,  (to  wit)  Tuefdayes,  Thurfdayes, 
and  Satttrdayes,  (formerly  every  work- 
ing  day)  to  affay  and  mark  the  Silver 
Work  ;  And  all  perfons  workers  in 
Gold  and  Silver  Works  in  the  City  of 
London ,  and  Three  miles  of  the  lame 
City,  are  now  (as  by  Law  they  ought 
to  be)  allowed  to  receive  the  Compa¬ 
nies  Marks  on  their  Work  ;  and  in 
cafe  of  the  Workers  negledt  therein, 
the  Wardens  are  to  inforce  the  fame 
by  going  often  on  their  Search,  and 
break  and  deface  all  Gold  and  Silver 
Works  finifh’d  and  expofed  to  fale 
(among  all  Workers  or  Traders  there¬ 
in)  that  are  not  marked  according  to 
Law :  Or  at  leaftwife  where  the  Sil¬ 
ver  is  Sterling,  to  Fine  the  Offender 
for  fuch  his  unlawful  negled. 

In  the  afore  recited  Statute  of  the 
2 8  Ed.  i .  Cap.  20.  it  is  Enacted,  CIjiU 

no  mantlet  of  ($elfel  of  ®i!bet  oepatt 
out  of  the  lianas  of  the  ©Lionets,  un¬ 
til  it  he  affapea  bp  the  SBatbewa  of 
the  Ccaft;  anb  ftttt&ec,  Chat  it  be 
marked  forth  the  Leopards-Jjoeatt.  And 
in  the  afore  recited  Statute  of  the 

ad, 
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2d.  of  Henry  the£th,  Chap.  14.  it  is 

Ena&ed,  'Cijat  no  $oltsfmttfj  no \  3!eUi-' 
cller,  no?  cinpotfier  tfjntuio^ketppac* 

itefs  of  ©tlber,  fljail  fct  nnp  of  tfje 
fame  to  fale  uut&tn  tlje  dtp  of  Lon¬ 
don,  before  tljat  it  be  CoucljeD  ttrit& 
tfje  Coucfj,  ano  aifo  uiitij  tbe  sgjark  o| 
©ten  oft!je  £Uo$aimtoftlje  fame* 

For  the  underftanding  of  whichy  it 
is  to  be  known,  That  all  manner  of 
Silver  Work  made  to  hold  any  liquid 
or  other  matter^  is  to  be  comprehend- 
\  ed  under  and  called  by  the  general 
nameofVeffels,  although  in  the  parti- 
>  culars,  they  are  called  by  feveral  other 
names ;  As  the  Coyn  of  this  Kingdom 
is  called  by  the  general  term  of  Mo¬ 
ney  .  but  in  the  particular  parts  there¬ 
of  are  called  by  feveral  other  names, 

as,  Pence,  Shillings.&c. 

«*»  •#  ^ 

Under  the  title  or  term  of  Harnefi, 
(in  the  faid  Statute)  is  included  all 
kind  of  Furniture  for  defence  of  Man 
and  Horfes  againft  the,  Enemy,  as 
Swords,  Buckles  for  Belts, Girdles,  and 
fuchhke;  and  alfo  all  other  manner 

of 
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of  wearing  Inftruments  for  Warr 
which  term  oiHarnefs ,  (in  the  fame 
fignification  as  we  take  it,  by  the  Opi¬ 
nion  of  the  beft  Expofitors)  is  men¬ 
tioned  2  Chron.p.  24.  Jer.  46.4.  £xod, 
13.  18. 

[if  '  •  .  .  .  _  C  .  X-  *  ■  f 

And  that  Hilts  for  Swords  are  com¬ 
prehended  under  the  term  of  Hamefs , 
as  well  as  Buckles  for  Belts  or  Girdles, 
which  may  be  colleded  by  the  Starnes 
5  Hen.  4.13.  3  Ed.  4.  4.  1  Rich.  3.12. 
And  5  Eliz.  7.  thole  Buckles  are  there 
called  Harnefs,  they  being  a  material 
part  of  Girdles  or  Belts*  and  neceffary 
to  compleat  the  fame  for  Martial  Add¬ 
ons  whereunto  they  are  properly  de- 
figned.  And  a  Girdle  or  Belt  being  of 
no  ufe  to  that  end  without  a  Sword 
to  be  worn  in  the  fame,  and  the  Hilt 
being  the  chief  defenfive  part  of  that 
Weapon,  the  fame  mull  confequently 
be  included  under  the  term  of  Har¬ 
nefs.  , 

Which  granted,  it  mud  be  con¬ 
cluded  ,  That  all  Hilts  of  Silver,  and 
Buckles  of  Silver  for  Girdles  or  Belts, 
&c.  '(being  comprehended  under  the 

term 
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term  of  Harnefs )  are  by  the  recited 
Statute  of  2.  Hen.  6 .  Cap.  14.  to  be 
toucfjen  tottlj  tije  Cottclj,  (that  is)  Af- 
fay’d  and  Marked  by  the  Wardens  of 
the  Goldfmiths. 

Note,  Their  fo  doing  was  antiently 
called  the  Touch .  and  the  Wardens 
that  are  to  make  the  Aifays  and  mark 
the  Silver,  are  now  called  the  Touch - 
fVardens. 

By  all  which  ’tis  manifeft.  That  all 
Silver  Hilts  for  Swords,  and  Silver 
Buckles  for  Girdles  or  Belts,  are  not 
only  to  be  of  the  finenefs  of  Sterling, 
but  alfo  Allay'd  and  Marked  by  the 
Wardens  of  the  Goldfmiths  before 
they  be  expofed  to  fale,  upon  pain  of 
forfeiting  double  the  value  thereof. 

From  which  I  infer,  (that  the  afore 
recited  Statutes  pofitively  appointing 
all  Velfels  and  Harnefs  of  Silver  to  be 
marked  with  the  Companies  Marks) 
The  Wardens  would  have  done  well, 
if  (as  touching  Velfels  and  Harnefs) 
they  had  omitted  thefe  Ambiguous 
words  in  their  late  Precept  ( hereafter 

inferted) 

Ml  ,  ,  ,  '  '  ■ v  > 
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inferted)  (viz, .)  if  t(jC  fatO  C£LlOjl\0  Mil 
coobementip  bear  tije  fame ;  When  in 
truth  all  the  faid  Works  can  and  mull 
bear  the  fame. 

Therefore  I  conclude,  That  if  the 
Wardens  of  the  Goldfmiths  lhall  be 
remifs  in  compelling  all  Workers  of 
Veffels,  and  all  Workers  of  Hilts  for 
Swords,  Buckles*  and  other  Harnefs  of 
Silver  in  the  City  of  London ,  and  three 
miles  off  the  fame,  to  bring  the  fame 
Works  to  receive  their  Marks  as  atore- 
faid,  it  will  be  great  Imprudence  in 
them  to  lay  themfelves  by  fuch  neg- 
le&s  open  to  the  Law,  when  fo  final! 
induftry  will  prevent  it. 

In  the  Statute  of  the  2d.  of  Henry 
the  6th,  Chap.  14.  it  is  Ena&ed,  That 
Sodder  (hall  be  allowed  for  the  making 
up  all  Silver  Wares(to  wit)  fo  UUtcb 

necelfarp  fo?  tooling  t&e  fame.  For 

the  Explaining  this  word  (j0CCelfatp5) 
fee  the  Statute  of  1  SLliz,.  15.  there¬ 
by  the  fame  quantity  of  Sodder  is  ap¬ 
pointed  again  &  further  Enafted,That 

m  $  Jbail  bs  uwtfe  m  fine* 
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iiefe  tljen  that  of  Clebeit  ©ttnceg  ttua 

pOttnp  Weight ;  This  is  to  be  under- 
ftood  of  all  the  parts  thereof,  befides 
the  Sodder  -  for  when  all  the  Work  is 
melted  together,  (that  is)  the  foddered 
places  with  the  reft,  it  will  be  worfe 
then  that  Allay ,  by  fo  much  as  the 
Sodder  is  worfe  than  Standard  •  there¬ 
fore  the  fame  Statutes  though  darkly, 
yet  by  a  necelfary  Implication,  limits 
the  quantify  of  Sodder  that  fhall  be 
allowed  for  all  Wares  to  a  penny¬ 
worth  in  the  Ounce,  or  a  four  penny 
weight  in  the  Pound,  by  this  Claufe, 

no?  take  abobe  tlje  rate  of  tfoelbe  pence 
fo?  eberp  pouno  Weight  (that  is,  one 
pennyworth  in  every  ounce)  Of  Jplate 

oiillms  of®  fiber  beCaes  tlje  fafljtoit, 
mo?e  then  tlje  bttper  fljall  o?  map  be 
alloWeD  fo?  tlje  fame  at  tlje  duecusi 
CK&ange  o?  spmt*  (That  is) 

If  any  Silver  Work  being  melted, 
(with  the  Sodder  thereof  together) 
and  it  be  more  than  the  value  of  one 
pennyworth  in  the  Ounce,  or  four 
penny  weight  in  the  PoundTroy  worfe 
than  Sterling,  it  is  not  to  be  allowed. 

And 


ana  ©t'lbeta&itm 

< 

And  therefore  if  fuch  have  only 
the  Makers  mark  thereon,  the  maker 
incurs  the  penalty  of  paying  the  value 
of  the  whole  work  •  and  if  the  fame  be 
allowed  and  marked  by  the  Company, 
they  are  to  make  fatisfadtion  to  the 
party  grieved.' 

In  the  Statutes  afore  recited,  the 
term,  Goldfmith,  is  frequently  ufed,  for 
the  underft anding  whereof  it  is  to  be 
known,  that  the  working  of  Gold  or 
Silver  either  by  a  private  workman,  or 
by  the  Mafter  Shop-keeper ,  or  his 
delivering  out  Gold  or  Silver  to  his 
Servants,  or  Workmen  to  be  wrought 
into  any  fort  of  Work  or  Ware,  either 
by  Meltings  Filing  or  Hammering. ,  or 
every  of  them,  is,  or  may  ( according 
to  antient  ufage,  and  the  intent  of  the 
afore  recited  Statutes)  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  the  Trade  of  the  Gold- 
j  fmiths. 

(  ]  ' 

*  • „  *  ? 

And  every  Perfon  having  fervei 

Seven  Years  Apprentifhip,  or  as  an  Ap- 
|  prentice  ( to  any  Perfon  thaj:  did  before 
i  and  during  the  faid  term  follow  the 

D  faid 
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laid  Trade  as  aforesaid  )  is  and  may  | 
properly  be  called  a  Goldfmith ,  and 
Inch  peifjns  and  their  Apprentices 
( and  none  other)  may  lawfully  follow 
or  exercife  the  fame ;  Stat.  5  £liz>,chap . 

)  *  .  •  d 
Every  worker  of  Gold  or  Silver 

wares.,  asaforefaid  ,  is  by  the  intent  of 
the  Law  a  Goldfmith,vshich  appears  by 
the  faid  Statute  18  £liz .  15.  which 
principally  aimed  at  the  reforming  the 
abufe  of  making  and  felling  deceitful 
Gold  and  Silver  work.  For  if  the  Ma¬ 
kers  of  that  Statute  did  not  intend  and 
conclude  all  workers  of  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  wares  as  aforefaid^to  be  Goldfmiths , 
and  all  W  orkers  andRetailers  of  deceit- 

- 1 

ful  Gold  and  Silver  wares  to  be  there¬ 
by  punifhable,  that  Statute  ( which  is 
the  laft  made  in  that  cafe )  would  be 
ineffe&uafand  the  abufe  it  intended  to 
reform  3  would  notwithftanding  re¬ 
mained  .  ■ 

T o  conclude,  if  anyPerfon  hath  bought 
or  received  (of  any  worker  or  feller  of 
Silver  work)  any  kind  of  Silver  wares 
iu.'pcfted  to  be  deceitful,  the  fame 

deceipt 
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deceipt  maybe  known  without  doing 

prejudice  to  the  work,  by  rubbing  the 
Plate  in  Tome  place  leaft  in  fight,  with 
a  File  of  indifferent  finenefs-  and  if  it 
be  worfethen  Starling  it  will  appear 
Yellowifh3  or  elfe  file  it  a  little,  and  rub 
the  Place  filed  on  ja  cleane  Touch' 
ftone,and  clofeby  it  rub  the  edge  of  a 
-good  Half-Crown-piece  or  fuch  like 
thick  money, and  the  difference,  if  any, 
will  appear. 

The  reafon  that  I  direct  the  fi¬ 
ling  the  Work  is  this  (to  wit)  that 
the  Artificial  boiling  of  courfe  Silver 
work,  will  fo  eat  or  diffolve  the  Allay 
that  is  on  the  furface  or  outfide  there¬ 
of,  that  unlefs  it  be  filed  as  ahovefajd, 
it  will  Touch  on  the  Touch-ftone  fix 
pence  or  eight  pence  in  the  ounce  bet¬ 
ter  then  it  is. 

Note  further^  That  to  know  a  good 
Touch-ftone,  you  muft  obferve,  That 
the  beft  fort  are  very  black,  and  of  a  toud*~ 
fine  grain,  polifhed  very  fmooth,  and  ftones  art 
without  any  fpungy  or  grain-holes, 

And  near  the  hardnefsof  a  Flint,  but  Iron-mong - 
yet  with  fuch  a  (harp  cutting  greet, 

D  .  %  that  London* 
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that  it  will  cut  or  wear  the  Silver  or 
*  Cold  when  rubbed  thereon* 

The  way  to  make  a  true  Touch  on 
the  Touch-ftone,  is  thus  •  When  your 
Touch-ftone  is  very  clean ,  which  if 
foul  or  foily,  it  may  be  taken  off,  by 
wetting  it,  and  then  rubbing  it  dry 
with  a  clean  Woollen  Cloth ;  or  if 
fill’d  with  Touches  of  Gold  or  Silver, ' 
See.  it  may  be  taken  offby  rubbing  the 
Touch-ftone  with  a  pumice-ftone  in 
water,  and  it  will  make  it  very  cie4n  5 
then  (your  Silver  being  filed  as  above- 
faid)  rub  it  fteadily  and  very  hard  on 
the  ftone,  not  fpreading  your  Touch 
above  a  quarter  of  an  inch  long,  and 
no  broader  than  the  thicknefs  of  a 
f ive-fhilling-piece  of  Silver ;  And  fo 
continue  rubbing  it  until  the  place  of 
the  ftone  whereon  you  rub,  be  like  the 
Metal  it  felf :  And  when  every  fort  is 
rubbed  on ,  that  you  intend  at  that 
time,  wet  all  the  touch ’t  places  with 
your  Tongue,  and  it  will  {hew  it  felf  in 
its  own  countenance. 

"  If 


L 


37 


anti  Sillier 

If  it  appear  by  thefe  wayes  to  be 
worfe  than  Standerd,  you  may  carry 
or  fend  it  to  the  Goldfmiths  sffiayJOf-. 
fee  aforefaid ,  and  upon  your  defire, 
the  Officers  there  will  make  an  allay 
of  the  fame,  and  give  you  a  true  re¬ 
port  of  the  value  thereof  in  writing, 
and  return  the  Ware(and  Silver  taken 
off  for  the  Alfa  y)  to  you  again,no  more 
defaced  than  what  is  done  by  the  fera- 
ping  ot  the  Silver  for  the  allay. 

But  if  you  are  minded  to  keep  the 
matter  more  concealed,  you  may  ar¬ 
tificially  cut  or  lerape  between  18  or 
^.grains  from  fome  one  part,  or  from 
all  the  parts  of  the  work  (except  the 
foddered  places)  (for  lefs  in  weight 
than  between  18  and  24  grains  is  not 
fufficient  for  an  allay)  Then  in  a  piece 
of  paper  of  about  6  inches  long,  and 
4  inches  broad,  At  the  one  end  write 
down  the  Owners  name,  and  the  day 
of  the  Month  and  Year  ;  and  at  the 
other  end  put  the  cuttings  or  ferapings 
of  Silver  in  a  fold,  turning  in  the  cor¬ 
ners  once,  to  prevent  the  Ihedding  the 
Silver,  and  fo  fold  up  all  the  paper  to 

D  3  the 


» 


%  Cottclpftcme  foj 

the  name  fo  written,  on  the  top  as 
aforefaid,  The  manner  and  form  for 
folding  up  the  faid  Paper,  and  of  the 
Affay -Matter's  Entry  of  his  report  in 
fuch  Paper, is  here  prefented  by  a  Cop¬ 
per  Cut.  I 

,  >/l 

/  V 

Here  place  the  Copper  Cut. 


Then  carry  or  fend  it  to  the  Gold- 
fmiths  May -Office  as  aforefaid(which 
is  now  on  the  South  part  of  their  Hall 
in  Fojler-Lane0  London)  on  any  of  the 
Aflay-days  aforefaid,  before  the  hour 
of  9  in  the  morning,  and  leave  it  with 
the  May-Matter  or  his  Servant,  and 
at  4  of  the  Clock  in  the  Afternoon  the 
fame  day  it  will  be  done  -  and  by  call¬ 
ing  there  for  the  Aflay,  by  the  name  in 
the  Paper,  it  will  be  delivered,  upon 
the  payment  of  2 d,  which  is  the  accu- 
ftomed  Fee  for  the  making  of  an  Af- 

%• 

In  which  Paper  the  May  Matter 

will 


39 


anti  Stilfcet  (I2lait0. 

will  enter  his  report  thereof  in  writing 
in  manner  following, 

If  it  be  Sterling  or  Standard,  ?  $u  , 
he  will  write - - - -  S 

If  it  be  a  half-penny  p 

weight  worfe,  he  >  JVorfe  ob. 
will  write — - j 

Ifit  be  a  penny  weigh ■ 

■  worfe,  he  will  write  J  J  3 

If  it  be  a  penny  weight  p  drvt . 

and  half  worfe,  h  Worfe  j  ob. 

will  write, - j 

7. 

j 

If  it  be  Two  penny  p  dwt. 
weight  worfe,  h z>lVorfe  ij 
will  write,- - j 


■  \j 

■  / 


And  fo  proceeding  higher. 

If  it  be  Ten  penny,  , 
weight  worfe,  he^  Worfe 

will  write,- - 

D  4 


dwt. 


If 
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If  it  be  Ten  penny  )  dwt. 

weight  and  a  half  > .y,  ok 
WQrfe5  he  will  *  ,  J  v 

write,  — - - j 

dwt. 

If  it  be  Eleven  pen-  7  ^y>  \ 

ny  weight  \voxk^>XV0irfe  C/| 
he  will  write.* — \ 


If  it  be  Eleven  1  dwt. 

he  will  write3j 

s  **  r  •  %  '  ~  '*  \  -  ' 

.  And  fo  proceeding  higher. 

Ifitbean  Ounce 
-  worfe  he  will 
write,  — - 


If  it  be  an  Ounce 
and  a  half  penny 
weight  worfe,  he 
will  write, - 

.  i“  -  *  • 


I  ■# 

^WoYfc  j  ok 
i 

J 


mm  Sifter  S£Iare& 

If  it  bean  Oun. 
and  p  penny 
weight  worie  j  PForfe  j 
he  will  write,  j 
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If  it  be  an  ‘ 
Ounce  & 
ip  penny 
wt.worle 
he  will 
write, — 


J&)  "  dm. 

'ffVorje  j 


]s tote.  That 
[dvot]  fig- 
nifies  penny 
weight, 

and 

figniftes 
Ounce . 


And  fo  proceeding  higher  according 
as  he  finds  the  Silver  courfer,and  with 
Numeral  Letters  letting  down  what 
'tis  worfe  then  Starling  or  Standard. 

And  it  muft  be  obferved  ,  what¬ 
ever  weight  he  fets  down,  it  is  to  be 
accounted  fo  much  in  every  pound  or 
twelve  Ounces  T roy,  and  comes  to  this 
effed:  (  viz  )  that  for  every  twenty 
penny  weight,  or  ounce  Troy, that  tis 
reported  worfe  than  Standard,  you 
muft  account  fix  pence,  and  fo  propor¬ 
tionable  for  more  or  lefs ;  for  fo  much 
it  will  coft  for  every  ounee  of  fuch 
courfe  Silver  to  make  it  of  Starling 
eoodnefs,  or  to  change  or  Starling. 
?  When 


See  more 
Examples  j 
of  Allays 
of  Silver, 
and  the  va¬ 
lue  thereof 
caft  up,  in 
the  Cata¬ 
logue  of 
Forraign 
Coyns,  at  i 
the  latter 
end  infert- 
ed. 
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When  you  have  fo  done,  and  your 
Silver  belrig  found  and  reported  worfe 
then  Starling ,  you  may  make-  your 
complaint  to  the  Mailer  Warden  of 
the  Goldfmiths,  he  will  caufe  the  of¬ 
fender  (living  in  or  aboutZondorijto  be 
Summoned  to  appear  at  the  next 
Court  of  the  faid  Company,  and  upon 
evidence  of  theFaft,  the  Wardens  will 
(being  obliged  thereto  by  Law)  pro¬ 
cure  you  recompence,  and  punifh  the 
offender,  they  having  promifed  fo  to 
do  in  their  late  Precept  hereafter  in- 
ferted.  / 

If  you  diflike  that  way  of  proceed¬ 
ing,  you  may  go  by  way  of  A&ion  of 
Debt,  Bill,  Plaint,  or  Information,  at 
'  the  fuit  of  the  party  grieved,  who  may 

fue  in  any  of  the  Courts  of  Record  at 

and  thereby  recover  the 
value  of  the  whole  deceitful  or  adul¬ 
terated  Wares,  together  with  his 
charges,  according  to  the  faid  Statute 
of  1 8  £iiz. 

There  are  alio  other  ways  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  in  thefe  cafes ,  as  the  afore 
mentioned  Statutes  do  plainly  dire#. 

And 
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And  that  the  perfons  agrieved  may 
.be  the  better  incouraged  to  proceed 
for  their  recompence,and  to  puniih  the 
I  offenders,  I  have  here  interred  a  true 
Coppy  of  an  Indiftment  in  Latin,  and 
the  lame  rendred  into  Englifti,  taken 
out  of  the  Original  ( now  remaining  of 
;  Record  in  the  Crown-Office )  that  was 
!  preferred  (  in  Trinity  Term,  in  the  28 
I  year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the 
I  Second  )  before  the  Grand-Jury  of 
Enqueft  (attending  the  Kwgs-Bench 
Court  at  JVefimtnfier  )  againil  a  Per- 
I  fon-offender  in  the  premilTes ;  which 
I  Bill  (being  drawn  up,  and  this  way  of 
I  proceeding  contrived  bythe  advice  of 
I  feveral  Counfel  learned  in  the  Law ) 

!  may  ferve  ( with  feme  little  variations, 
as  occafion  may  be)  for  a  good  pre¬ 
sident  in  the  like  Cafes. 

- 

Bra-  r,  .  f.  ■ 

I  '  -  ■  0  ;  ' 


Per 
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Perjad'  Trin’xxviij. 

Car’  Secundi  Regis. 

Midd’fT.  TClf  ,p  iDna 
J  Krge  ftipec 
©accrit  fuum  pjefen- 
tant  qtf  A.  B,  nug  tie 
pacoclj’  ®ce  M.  in 
Com'  ptf  Surifabac 
qut  eftticaf  fitit  in  atte 
aucifabjoRtm  ac  ptrcg 
Snnog  $  ampittts  {am 
ttlt*  claps  eanocm  ac< 
tem  apuopacoci)'  p?ea’ 
in  Com’  pjenict’  cm* 
cult  ac  p  totum  tbem 
temptts  ib’m  fuit  iibtt 
ijomo  99ilferii  3tieifa» 

tyORtCiilitat*  London’ 

ac  quamplutima  Ciafa 
$  al’  res  ec  atgento 
confect’  Pietcjcttt  art# 
fue  p^eSib'm  fecit  $  fi« 
etri  caufabtt  nc  oibcrg 
ligeis  DiftiDfit  Erg;s 
nunc  ibiDcm  oJenbioit 
$  (Uenbitiom  eepofuit 


Midd’K.  HP  He  Jury 
X  for  our 
Soveraign  Lord  the 
King  upon  their  Oath 
do  preient,  That  si.B. 
late  of  the  Pariih  of 
St  .Martin  in  theFields 
in  the  County  afore- 
iaid,  Goldfinith,  who 
was  brought  up  in  the 
Trade  of  a  Goldfinith; 
And  for  three  years 
and  more  now  laft 
paft  hath  exercifed  the 
fame  Trade  within  the 
Pariih  aforefajd  in  the 
County  aforefaid,And 
for  all  that  time  there, 
was  a  Freeman  of  the 
Myftery  ofGoldfmiths 
of  the  City  of  London , 
And  there  by  colour 
of  his  faid  Trade  made 
and  caufed  to  be  made 

SC 
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3c  qtf  idem  A.B.  bene 
fciens  qtf  omnia  (Uafa 
9  ai’  res  er  argento 
confec£  $  j)  homines 
^tftenf3imfab?ojum 
Cibitae  London  ben* 

tutiom  tx  poif  et  erpo* 
nenS  infra  Cibitat  pS 
$  alibi  Debent  fleet 
unbequacp  [  Anglice 
wholly]  be  bona  $  be* 

to  irgento  conco^an 
cum  ©tanimt&’  ©atictt 
Diet!  Domini  ftegis  et 
aut  benbitionem  eo* 
nuiDem  bebeant  affair 

an  [Anglice  be  aflay- 
ed]  a  fignati  [Anglice ' 
marked]  dim  Jnflgn 
j  [Anglice  the  mark  ] 

!  Capitis  parbi  [  3n* 

Slice  boc  the  Leopards 
!  Head]  pet  Cuftcfi  S&U 
fieri  j  auctfab^ft  <&u 

bita£  London*  £Uttb9 
CuRofi  3nfign  ilf  an 
figuanfi  CHara  ?  al  res 
be  3uro  9  argento 


very  many  Veflels  and 
other  things  of  Silver, 
and  there  (old  and  ex- 
pofed  to  fale  to  divers 
liegePeople  of  our  faid 
Soveraign  Lord  the 
King  that  now  is;And 
that  the  faid  well 

knowing  that  all  Vef- 
fels  and  other  things 
made  of  Silver  5  and 
expofed  and  fet  to  laie 
by  men  of  the  Myftery 
of  Goldfmiths  of  the 
City  of  London  within 
the  City  aforefaidand 
elfewhere ,  ought  to 
be  made  wholly  of 
good  and  trueSilver  a- 
greeing  with  the  Stan¬ 
dard  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  of  our  faid  Sove¬ 
raign  Lord  the  King  ; 
And  ought  before  the 
fale  thereof  to  be  af* 
fayed  and  marked  by 
the  Wardens  of  the 
Myftery  ofGoldfmiths 

Con* 
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<£onco|tjaneamSitnn« 
Dac6  pieoitta  ccttfccf 
ante  eojtmDem  Beam* 
coitem  legftttme  ere- 
iJitut  3;Ocm  tanien 
A.  B.  fjctRens  petfona 
male  $  inljcncfre  oif# 
poftticnt0  ac  macin'# 
nans  acquit  f  ftnitDu# 
lenf  intenocns  Iigeos 
§  fubbit  tnctt  Domini 
Eeg  0  nunc  fnlfo  ilii# 
cite  Deceptive  cailtbe 
$  fubcole  Decipet  e  $ 
Befrausate  t  leges  fjm 
|U0  Eegni  3ngl’  fab# 
Bertete  BiceOmo  pji# 
mo  Die  3lanuad  j  Sin  no 
Eegni  Domini  uottei 
Caroli  ©ecuntii  Dei 
'©iatia  3ngl’  @>ccc 
ifranc  $  |)ibetn  Er* 
g:0  ifioei  Defaifoiis 
0C.  ^iicefimQfeptJHo 
apuB  Patotl/  M. 
in  Com  p?eti  fetaginf 
fibul’  cm^ular  [sin# 
Bl ice  coif  Bocnf  draw 


of  the  City  of  London 
with  the  mark  of  the 
Leopards  Head ;  which 
Wardens  are  lawfully 
entrufted  with  the 
Mark  to  mark  Veifels 
and  other  things  made 
of  Gold  and  Silver 
agreeing  with  the 
Standard  aforefaid  be¬ 
fore  the  fale  thereof; 
Neverthelefs  the  faid 
A.B.  being  a  perfon  of 
an  evil  and  diflioneft 
difpofition,  and  evilly  ; 
deviling  and  fraudu-  1 
lently  intending  the 
Liege  People  and  Sub¬ 
jects  of  our  laid  Sove- 
raign  Lord  the  King 
that  now  is,  falfly,  un¬ 
lawfully,  deceitfully, 
craftily  and  fubtilly  to  ; 
deceive  and  defraud, 
and  to  fubvert  the 
Laws, of  this  Kingdom 
of England  <Bh\  the  one 
and  twentieth  day  of 
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Girdle  Buckles]  $  C(tO 

ftauf  Caiccnfc  coif 

Shooe  Buckles  DC  1111s 

pure  $  outlet  argento 
quam  Delict  die  ae  at* 
genf  uue  concojaan 
cum  ©tantatS  pDicto 
tuDeft  cctoacctm  Dc# 
imf  in  qualibet  Oncia 
mac  {Uiiiojum  quam 
areciif  cum  ftanaaefi 
pjcoicto  ccncojarift  fal- 
fo  ftauauleiif  $  feienf. 
confecf  $  fabricabft 
ac  ilia  Gc  confecf  9 
fatyicaf  ante  aliquant 
aflaiaconemfeuGgita- 
foifcm  co?tmacm  pet 
Cutfefi  C^ifiet!)  attci- 
fal)?0?um<£iDitaf  Lon¬ 
don’  p?eD  feu  ccjum 
altering  peflea  faucet 
Deo  DiceGmopjimo  Die 
3januariji  anno  tegm 
Dicti  Domini  Eegig 
nunc  hiceGmofeotimo 
fupjaaicto  apua  pa¬ 
rody  fanctc  M.m  Com 


January ,  in  the  Se¬ 
ven  and  twentieth 
year  of  the  Reign  of 
our  Soveraign  Lord 
Charles  the  Second,  by 
the  Grace  of  God 
of  England, ,  Scotland 
France  and  Ireland 
King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith  l&c.  at  the  Pariih 
of  St.  Martin  in  the 
Fields  in  the  County 
aforeiaid,  falfely, frau¬ 
dulently,  and  know¬ 
ingly, did  make  and  fa- 
ihion  Threefcore  draw 
Girdle  Buckles,  and 
eight  Shooe  Buckles 
of  impure  and  baler 
Silver  than  it  ought 
to  be,  not  agreeing 
w  ith  the  Silver  of  the 
Standard  aforefaid , 
that  is  to  fay, Eighteen 
pence  in  every  Ounce 
thereof  worfer  than 
the  Silver  agreeing 
with  the  Standard  a- 

Piefi 
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ptztiti  lit  t*c0  cjt  3r- 
genta  unDeqtmq?  con¬ 
fer  fie  bona  $  Dera 
3rgento  conco?Dan  eft 
©taucaro  p^eoicto  fal- 
foillictte  tieceptiue  $ 
fraumilen£  aenDttiont 
ccpoluit  ac  biXittB  ii- 
geiSOiai  Domini  i&e- 
gi@  nunc  3itt£  p^cDictiS 
ignof  aatunc  $  ibidem 
beuDicont  e^poftut  ? 
imititDit  in  contempt 
tucti  Douuni  EcgiS 
mine  legumcg  fuariun 
9D  grafie  Dampnum  $ 
mamfeffam  secepfo- 
nem  iigeojum  pienic£ 
qut  fnijufmotti  fibulas 
ctngula£  ®  fifiur  €a!- 
ccac  emet  Jn  mriiuni 
vEreriiplum  omnium 
aliojum  tn  confifi  earn 
Oeltuqticft  ac  contra 
pacem  bet  Dni  Ergis 
m me  Cojon  $  Digui- 
taf  fuas?Ct 


forefaid.  And  thofe 
things  io  made  and 
faihioned  before  any 
affay  or  mark  of  the 
fame  by  the  Wardens 
oftheMyftery  ofGold- 
fmiths  of  the  City  of 
London  aforefaid ,  or 
either  of  them,  After¬ 
wards,  that  is  to  fay, 
on  the  fame  One  and 
twentieth  day  of  Ja¬ 
nuary ,  in  the  aforefaid 
Seven  and  twentieth 
year  of  the  Faign  of 
our  faid  Soveraign  the 
King  that  now  is,  at 
the  Parifh  of  St.  Mar - 
tin  in  the  Fields  in  the  j 
County  aforefaid,  is 
things  made  wholly 
of  good  and  true  Sil¬ 
ver  agreeing  with  the 
Standard  aforefaid  , 
falfely,  unlawfully, 
deceitfully,  and  frau¬ 
dulently  expofed  to 
fale  .  And  then  and 

there. 
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there  expofed  to  fale  and  fold  to  divers 
Liege  People  of  our  faid  Soveraign 
Lord  the  King  that  now  is,  unknown 
to  the  Jury  aforefaid,  In  contempt  of 
our  faid  Soveraign  Lord  the  King  that 
now  is,  and  of  his  Laws,  To  the  great 
damage  and  manifeft  deceit  of  the  faid 
Liege  People  who  bought  the  faid 
draw-Girdles-Buckles  ,  and  Shooe- 
Buckles ,  to  the  evil  Example  of  all 
others  offending  in  the  like  cafe, 
Againft  the  Peace  of  our  faid  Sove¬ 
raign  Lord  the  King  that  now  is,  his 
Grown  and  Dignity. 


And  fince  thefe  Directions  are  fo 
plain,  ’tis  pity  but  he  fhould  be  cheat¬ 
ed  that  will  not  ufe  them  for  preven¬ 
tion,  or  to  get  recompence  when  de¬ 
ceived. 


And  my  further  Advice  is ,  That 
every  per fon  be  careful  to  buy  no  Sil¬ 
ver  Work  but  what  is  marked  as  the 
Laws  require  •  and  if  that  proves 
naught,  recompence  is  eafily  had*  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  Company  (if  marked  with 
their  Marks,  which  (by  reafon  of  the 
'  E  care 
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care  taken  therein)  are  not  fet  on  Sil¬ 
ver,  worfe  than  Standard,  in  the  com- 
pafs  of  my  Experience,)  or  the  Maker 
or  Seller  by  his  Mark  will  be  eafily 
found  out  whereby  to  obtain  recom*** 
pence  of  him. 

And  in  cafe  of  hafte,  where  the 
Buyer  cannot  ftay  for  the  Companies 
Marks,  I  advife  him  to  take  care  that 
he  know  the  Workman  to  be  able  and 
honeft,  and  his  Mark  upon  every  part 
of  the  Work  that  is  wrought  afunder, 
and  afterwards  foddered  together  as 
aforefaid. 

* 

It  is  queried  by  feme*,  Whether  it  be 
lawful  for  a  Goldfmith  to  work 
Gold  or  Silver ,  that  is  worfe  than 
Standard ,  if  it  bi  brought  by  the  per - 
fon^  that  is  to  receive  it  again ,  when 
wrought  up  into  Wares  .  or  to  work 
it  when  ’ tis  befpoke  fo  to  be^  by  the 
perfon  that  will  receive  it  when  fo 
made  up  ? 


To 


aim  St'fOer  mm$> 

To  which  I  anfwer  by  way  of  Cau¬ 
tion  and  Advice, 

)  ■>  i  1  s  »  f  '  n  4 

That  it  is  pofitively  againft  the 
the  Laws  afore  recited  to  work  Silver 
or  Gold,  that  is  worfe  than  Standard* 
into  any  fort  of  Work  under  any  pre¬ 
tence  or  colour  whatloever  .  and  all 
fuch  Wares  be  utterly  unlawful,  ah 
though  the  Worker  do  receive  courle 
Silver  to  work  for  another,  or  receive 
but  the  juft  value  thereof*  yet  if  it  be 
fold  or  bartered  to  others,  and  happen 
to  be  queftioned,  both  the  Maker  and 
Seller  will  beliable,and  may  be  punifh- 
ed  as  the  Laws  appoint.  * 

r  ■  I 

The  beft  Excufe  that  can  be  made  in 
thefe  cafes  is.  That  fuch  courfe  Work 
is  for  the  bringers  or  befpeakers  own 
wearing  :  If  that  be  true,  the  danger  is 
the  lefs,  becaufe  the  Worker  lyes  open 
only  to  one  ;  But  his  W  ifdome  would 
be  the  greater,  not  to  lay  himfelf  open 
to  any. 

Upon  what  is  here  declared.,  It  is 
i •  E  2  hoped 
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hoped  no  perfon  will  fuffer  themfelvcs 
to  be  deluded  with  the  pretences  of 
the  Seller  of  unmarked  and  fuipeiied 
Silver  Work,  ( ziz, .) 

That  the  Work  will  not  bear  the 
Marks  as  before  is  mentioned ;  for  ’tis 
manifeft  and  well  known  by  great  ex¬ 
perience.  That  all  Silver  Works  com¬ 
prehended  under  the  name  of  Feftels^ 
and  under  the  name  of  Heirnef$ ,  (Hilts 
for  Swords  and  Buckles  being  inclu¬ 
ded  under  that  denomination)  will 
bear  the  Marks  appointed  with  as 
much  conveniency  as  need  to  be  defi- 
red,for  the  VefTels  are  generally  mark¬ 
ed  with  the  bigger  Marks  aforefaid 
without  exception;  and  for  Silver 
Hilts  and  Buckles,  (wherein  the  diffi¬ 
culty  is  fuppoled  to  lie )  they  have 
fmallMarks  made  onpurpofe  for  them, 
and  the  Work  being  firft  marked  by 
the  Worker  with  marks  of  Ink  thus 
(o)  on  every  place  where  the  Work¬ 
man  thinks  it  moft  convenient  to  bear 
the  Companies  Marks ;  And  the  hol¬ 
low  Work  being  filled  with  Lead, 
(.which  is  afterwards  to  be  melted  out 

again) 

(  '  -  ■  \ 
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again)  the  Wardens  will, or  may,  fome 
on  the  Anvil,  and  Tome  on  other  Lead 
which  is  put  into  a  Vice  for  that  pur- 
pofe5  ftrike  their  Marks  on  thofe  pla¬ 
ces,  both  of  wrought  and  plain  Work, 
without  defacing  or  hurting  the 
fame. 

Nor  need  any  perfon  be  deluded  by 
pretence  that  the  Workmen  have  not 
time  to  get  it  marked  at  Goldfmiths 
Hall-  when  if  the  Work  be  carried  to 
the  Office  on  any  of  the  Affay  dayes 
aforefaid,  before  the  hour  of  Nine  in 
the  Morning,  they  may  (if  it  be  good 
Silver)  have  it  out  ready  marked  at  4. 
of  the  Clock  in  the  Afternoon  the 
fame  day.  7 

Or  by  pretence  that  the  Work  will 
be  fo  abufed  by  the  ftriking  thereon 
the  Companies  Marks,  that  it  cannot 
be  finifhed  Workman-like ;  which  in¬ 
deed  is  one  principal  Excufe  for  not 
bringing  their  Work  to  receive  the 
Companies  Marks. 

I  X  ,  1  ,  ■  r  *  \ 

.  ,  ,  $  \  i 

Neither  let  the  fuppofit ion  that  the 

E  3  Servants 
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Servants  of  the  Company's  Officers 
will  abufe  the  Bringer  or  Owner  of 
the  Work  either  in  word  or  demea* 
nour  (though  lotne  have  heretofore 
been  too  rude  and  malipert)  deter  any 
from  bringing  their  Works  for  the 
Company’s  Marks •  for  certain  it  is, 
the  Wardens  will  not  allow  but  fe* 
verely  reprehend  their  Officers  and 
Servants  that  {hall  abufe  any  perfon  or 
Work  whatioever. 

And  if  the  Wardens  refufe  to  fet 
their  Marks,  or  not  fet  them  as  they 
ought ;  or  if  they  (or  their  Officers  or 
Servants)  (hall  do  any  damage  to  the 
Work  by  ftrikingthe  marksman  Abiion 
well  lyes  againft  them ;  and  they  are 
befides  by  Law  otherwife  punifhable 
and  compellable  to  ftrike  their  Marks 
as  Workman-like  on  the  Work ,  as 
the  Maker  ftrikes  his  own  mark  there¬ 
on. 

‘  Nor  let  the  Buyer  fuffer  himfelf  to 
be  deluded  at  any  time  upon  pretence 
that  Standard  Gold  or  Silver  is  too 
foft,  and  not  fo  ferviceable  as  that 
svhich  is  courfer :  For  that  pretence  is 

vain5, 
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vafri,  and  5tis  well  known  by  great  ex¬ 
perience  ,  That  both  Gold  and  Sil- 
-  ver  of  the  Standard  goodnefs  well 
wrought,  into  any  forts  of  Wares,  is 
in  every  refped  better  and  more  fer- 
viceable  than  a  courfer  allay,  which 
moft  times  by  reafon  of  the  adultera¬ 
tion,  is  found  in  the  wearing  not  onely 
.  of  a  braffy  complexion,  but  very  brit¬ 
tle  and  rotten. 

i  \ 

Neither  let  the  pretence  of  the  Sel¬ 
ler  of  adulterated  Wares  delude  you, 
(viz.)  That  he  abates  as  much  in  the 
fafhion  as  the  Silver  is  allayd  worfe 
than  Standard  ;  when  ’tis  well  known, 
that  moft  times  for  every  6  d. he  abates 
in  the  falhion  of  fuch  courfe  Silver 
Work,  he  gains  is.  6  d.  or  2  s.  or  more 
by  the  allay  in  fuch  Work. 

Or  by  his  promife,  That  he  will  at 
any  time  allow  five  lhillings  the  Ounce 
for  the  filver  again,  though  it  be  bro¬ 
ken  to  pieces:  For  by  experience  it  is 
evident.  That  very  few  SilverWares 
come  again  to  be  fold  to  the  fame 
hand, many  being  either  kept  to  poll  e- 

E  4  my  5 


/ 


1 


50  9  Ccucfcffone  fo?  $oiD 

rity ,  or  transferred  by  gift ;  and  if 
neceffity  induce  a  fale,  it  is  rnofl:  com¬ 
monly  in  fome  place  remote  from  the 
place  where  it  was  bought,  and  then 
they  muft  take  what  they  can  get  for 
it;  which  (if unmarked  Wares)  will 
not  be  more  than  Jtis  worth. 

I  have  made  but  little  mention  of 
GoldWares,and  of  the  provifion  made, 
to  prevent  deceit  therein,  becaufe 
Gold  Wares  are  much  lefs  common 
than  Silver  Wares,  I  fliall  therefore 
only  propofe,  That  by  the  fame  w^ys 
and  method,  by  which  you  make  dis¬ 
covery  of  the  goodnefs  or  badnefs  of 
Silver,  you  may  alfo  make  difeovery 
pf  the  goodnefs  or  badnefs  of  Golcj, 
and  recover  recompence  if  wronged, 
and  puniih  the  Offenders  •  only  with 
this  difference,  (viz,.)  That  as  the 
whiteft  Silver  is  the  beft,  fo  the  Gold 
pf  the  deepeft  yellow  is  the  beft ;  and 
the  more  the  Gold  inclining  to  a  red 
or  a  pale  yellow  ,  ?tis  fp  much  the 
courfer. 

■  And  as  the  Aflay-Mafter  in  his  re- 
,  .  ports 

i  '  l 

»  i  *  •  '  ’  . 
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ports  of  the  goodnefs  of  Silver  fets  it 
down  by  half-penny  Weights  ,  and 
penny  weights,  and  Ounces  Troy,  fo 
in  his  report  oi  a  Gold  aifay  he  fets  it 
down  by  Car  rafts  and  Car  raft- grains, 
and  half- grains. 

t  s 

For  the  underftanding  of  which 
you  are  to  know,  That  five  of  the 
Troy  grains  makes  a  Carreft-grain, 
and  four  of  fuch  Carreft-grains  makes 
one  Carreft,  and  twenty  and  four  of 
iuch  Carrefts,  makes  one  Ounce  Troy. 

'  So  that  if  Standard  Gold  be  worth 
four  pound  the  Ounce,  for  every  car- 
reft  heiets  down  'tis  worfe, you  muft 
account  that  in  the  Ounce  Troy  ’tis 
worfe  by  fo  many  times  3  s.Sd.  And 
for  every  grain  he  fets  down  ?tis  worfe, 
you  muft  account  it  wrorfe  by  fo  ma¬ 
ny  times  1 1 d.  in  the  Ounce  Troy.  And 
for  every  demy  or  half  grain,  5  ob . 
for  fo  much  it  will  coft  to  make  it  of 
Standard  goodnefs,  or  to  change  it  for 
Standard. 

The  manner  of  the  Paper  for  a  Gold 

allay, 

I 


58  3  CoucfMfone  f oi  ©olo 

affay,  and  the  Affay^Mafters  report 
thereof  is  alfo  expreffed  in  the  Cop- . 
per  Cutt  aforefaid. 

And  further  you  are  to  know,That 
twenty  and  two  of  the  aforefaid  Car- 
reds  of  the  fineft  Gold,  and  two  Car- 
reds  of  fine  Copper  and  Silver  equal 
parts5  makes  an  Ounce  of  Gold  of  the* 
allay,  appointed  (by  the  Stat.  of  1 8  of 
£liz.  15.  afore  cited)  to  be  the  Stan¬ 
dard  for  all  Gold  Wares,  (worfe 
than  which  allay  no  Wares  are  to  be 
made,  upon  the  penalty  therein  men- 

'  tioned.)  *  1 

*  > 

And  that  1 2  grains  T roy  is  enough 
for  making  an  alfay  of  Gold. 

/  .»'  ■  I  '  N  •  -  .  '  » 

But  if  any  (hall  be  dif-fatisfyed  with 
the  alfayings  and  reports  of  the  Alfay- 
Mafter  of  Goldfiniths  Hall,  may  have 
affayes  made  by  His  Majeftie  s  fworn 
Aifay-Mafter  of  his  Mint  in  the  Tower 
of  London, 

*  -  ^  -  >  1 

Concerning  Silver  Work,  made  re¬ 
mote  from  London^  I  Ihall  only  infert, 

'  that 


mts  Wmtt. 

V  \  .  -  .V  "  - 

that  it  is  to  be  obferved,  That  by  the 
firft  recited  Statute,all  the  Goldfmiths 
in  England,  were  appointed  to  bring 
all  their  Silver  Work  (comprehended 
under  the  name  of  Veffels)  to  London, 
to  be  there  affayed  and  marked  with 
the  Leopards  Head ;  but  the  compel¬ 
ling  thereof,  under  fuch  great  penal¬ 
ties  as  are  therein  mentioned,  were 
found  to  be  a  grievance :  Therefore 
by  the  Statute  of  2  Hen .  6 .  1 4.  for  the 
better  conveniency  of  the  Goldfmiths 
remote  from  London ,  Seven  places  are 
appointed  wherein  inch  Work  fliall 
be  affayed  and  marked,  (viz.) 

Tork^  Nerve  a  file  upon  Tme ,  Lincoln » 
JVorrvich^  Brifiow ,  Salisbury  ,  and  Co- 
v  entry. 

And  as  the  Wardens  of  the  Gold¬ 
fmiths,  London ,  are  to  affay  and  mark 
the  Silver  Work  that  is  made  in  and 
about  London,  and  three  miles  of  the 
fame,  or  to  procure  an  Artift  to  do  the 
fame,  (for  which  they  muff  anfwer) 
fo,  in  every  one  of  the  afore faid  Seven 
feveral  places,  the  Chief:  Magiftrate  or 

Gover- 


59 


/ 


t 


3  Court)  gone  fo?  ©oio 

Governour  is  to  affay  and  mark  the 
Silver  Work  that  is  made  therein,  or 
%o  procure  a,n  Artift  to  do  the  fame, 
(for  which  they  muft  alfo  anfwer .) 

'  *  *  1  *  id  '  ■  *" '  4  ’’  i- 1  ■  .  K 

*  ‘  And  in  like  manner  as  every  Mafter- 
worker  \nGoldfmitbsW  orks  in  London^ 
and  3.  miles  compafs  of  the  fame, are  to 
make  their  Marks  known  to  the  War¬ 
dens  of  the  Goldfmiths ,  fo  every  Ma- 
fter-Worker  in  Gold  and  Silver  in  eve¬ 
ry  of  the  faid  Seven  Places ,  are  to 
make  their  Marks  known  to  the  SurT 
veyors  there  (that  is)  to  the  Chief  Ma- 
giftrate  of  fuch  Place  :  But  what  the 
particular  Marks  that  the  retpe&ive 
chief  Governours  of  thefe  Seven  fe- 
veral  Places  fet  on  the  Silver  work,  I 
can  give  no  certain  accompt  thereof. 

But  this  I  can  affert.  That  by  rea- 
fon  the  Marks  of  thofe  Places  are  little 
known,  they  bear  as  little  credit,  and 
therefore  the  Goldfmiths  in  remote  pla-? 
ces  do  frequently  fend  up  their  Silver 
work  to  receive  the  London  Touch. 


aim  ©ii&er  GHare& 
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Here  followeth  theGoldfmitbs 

CHARTER  truly  rendred  into 
English  from  the  Copy  thereof  taken 
from  the  Record  now  remaining  in 
the  Chappel  of  the  Rolls,  under  the 
Title  Confirmation,  Part  the  fe- 
cond ,  Number  the  fourth  ^Confirmed 
in  the  fecond  Tear  of  King  James, 

THE  KING  to  all  whom  &c* 
fendeth  Greeting.  Wehaveper- 
ufed  and  feen  the  Letters  Patents  of 
Confirmation  of  our  Moft  Dear  Sifter 
the  Lady  Elizabeth  late  Queen  of 
England, \  made  in  thefe  words,  Eliza¬ 
beth  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  England. > 
France  and  Ireland. ,  Queen,  Defender 
of  the  Faith, &c.  To  all  to  whom  thefe 
prefent  Letters  Patents  (hall  come, 

!  Greeting. 

We  have  perufed  the  Letters  Pa¬ 
tents  of  Confirmation  of  the  Lady 
Mary  late  Queen  of  England^  Our  Moft 

Dear 

. 

■  -  ■  -  - 
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6z  a  CoucI>fione  fo?  (So!H 

Dear  Sifter,  made  in  thefe  words, 
Mary  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  England^ 
France  and  Ireland-,  Queen,  Detender 
of  the  Faith,  and  on  Earth  over  the 
Englijb  and  Irifn  Church  the  Supream 
Head,  To  all  to  whom  thefe  prelents 
(hall  come,  Greeting.  • 

1  We  have  perufed  the  Letters  Patents 
of  Confirmation  of  Our  Dear  Brother 
Edward  the  Sixth, late  King  of  England , 
made  in  thefe  words,  Edward  the  Sixth 
by  the  Grace  of  God  of England, France 
and  Ireland ,  King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  and  on  Earth  over  the  English 
and  Irifb  Church,  Supream  Head,  *To 
all  to  whom  thefe  prefent  Letters  (hall 
come,  Greeting. 

We  have  perufed  the  Letters  Pa¬ 
tents  of  Confirmation  of  our  Moft 
Dear  Father,  Henry  the  Eighth,  late 
King  of  England  of  Famous  Memory, 
made  in  thefe  words,  Henry  by  the 
Grace  of  God  King  of  England  and 
Frame ,  and  Lord  of  Ireland ,  To  all  to 
whom  thefe  prefent  Letters  (hall  come. 
Greeting. 

We 


■atrti'SMHwr  Wtoxti* 

We  have  perufed  the  Letters  Pa¬ 
tents  of  Confirmation  of  our  Moft 
Dear  Father  Henry  the  Seventh,  Late 
King  of  England  of  Famous  Memory, 
made  in  thefe  words,  Henry  by  the 
Grace  of  God  King  of  England  and 
France  ,  and  Lord  of  Ireland. ,  To  all 
to  whom  thefe  prefent  Letters  fhall 
come,  Greeting. 

Know  Ye,  That  We  have  perufed 
the  Letters  Patents  of  Edward  the 
Fourth,  Late  King  of  England ,  made 
in  thefe  words,  Edward  by  the  Grace 
of  God  King  of  England  and  France , 
Lord  of  Ireland ,  To  all  to  whom  thefe 
prefent  Letters  (hall  come.  Greeting. 

We  have  perufed  the  Letters  Patents 
of  Edward  the  Third  > -Late  King  of 
England ,  Our  Progenitor,  made  in 
thefe  words : 

Edward  ftp  tfjE  Of  <000  fifing 
Of  England,  ilo]0  Of  Ireland,  ait0  Dttfec 
Of  Aquitaine,  Co  ail  to  tu()0m  tijefg 

prefent  tetters  fljail  come,  greeting. 

' 

Out  CfieibeioPeu  tlje  Goldfmiths  of 

Out 


<4 


3  Cotic&'ffone  fo?  ©olb 

©UC  Cltp  Of  London  L'p  tljeic  PetitfCII 
fjcljitnteij  to  (Ua  and  ©tic  Councel  in 
©uc  parliament  Ijoiiien  at  Weftmin- 
fter  after  tlje  ifeaft  of  tlje  purification 
of  ©uc  JLaop  lafi  part,  Dane  fljeum, 

Cljat  Mjereas  no  pjtbate  Merchant 
not  S»tcanger  ijetetofo?e  mere  toont  to 
b?tng  into  tijio  Lano  anp  £i9onep  Coin¬ 
ed,  but  Plate  of  ©ilbec  to  ercljange  fo? 
©uc  Copn, 

andtljat  it  ban  been  alfo  ©gained, 
Cljatali  tljofeinljo  tneteof  t&e  Gold- 
lmiths  Crude  toere  to  fit  in  tljeic  fijops 
in  tlje  Ipigl>S>tceet  of  Cheap,  aim  tijat 
no  ®ilbec  in  Plate, no?  ddeft'd  of  ©old 
o?  ©tlbec  ought  to  be  fold  in  tlje  Cttp 

OfLondon,  etxept  at  ©UC  Exchange* 
0?  inCheapfide  among  tlje  Goidfiniths, 

and  tljat  publiefelp,  to  tlje  end  tlje  pet* 
foug  of  tlje  fain  Crane  might  |nfo?nt 
tfiemfelbed  lufietbec  tlje  teller  came 
Hamfullp  bp  fttclj  (Uelfel  o?  not. 

‘But  that  noto  of  late  tlje  fain  S^ec« 
cljauto  a<3  melt  p?ibate  no  ‘Strangers!, 
bo  b?tng  from  fo?caign  Countries*  into 

tljtss 


ann  ©ij&it  22lareS. 

this  Nation  Counterfeit  Sterling, 
toijereoftlje  pouno  is  notitiojtfj  aboue 
fifteen  Sols  of  tfje  rfebt  Heeling,  arm 
of  t{?is  f^onep  none  can  bnoto  t&e  true 
(Haiue,  but  bp  melting  it  baton. 

9nb  alfo  t&at  manp  of  t&e  fain  Craoe 

Of  0Oltlfmitbs  beep  SfjQpjj  in  obfeure 
turnings,  and  by-Lanes  and  Streets, 

ano  oo  bup  (Heflels  of  <s5oio  ano  SiL 
bet  fecretly,  tmtljout  enquiring  if  fuctj 
(HelTel  tnere  Uclno?  latoftUlp  come  bp, 
anb  immeotntelp  melting  it  ooum,  do 
mabe  it  into  Plate  aito  tell  it  to 
cijants  CtaOuig  bepono  Sea,  that  it 
map  be  erpojteo  ,  ano  fo  tfjep  mnbe 
falfe  COo^b  of  ©oiD  ono  SliOer,  nai 
'Bracelets,  Loebets,  Kings  anootijrc 
33etoels ;  in  uiljicb  t&ep  fet  t$5tafs  of 
Wbers  Colours,  Counterfeiting  rigfjt 
Hones, ano  put  mo;ie  Snap  in  tlje  ftioec 
tijan  tftep  ougfjt,toljicl)  tlj*  p  fell  to  fuel) 
as  Ijaoe  no  sbill  in  fuclj  rljmgs. 

ano  tljat  tfte  Cutlers  in  tljeir 
Ijoufes  cover  Tin  with  Silver  fo  (itbtih 
IpanOfoitljfuclj  fleigljt,  that  tlje  fame 
cannot  be  Oifccrneo  ano  LbereD  from 

'  i f  t&e 
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tlje ..Cm,  ana  bp  tljnt  means  tljcpfeli  I 
t|e.“Cm  fo  coheres  fo?  fine  Silbet,  to 
tie  great  carnage  one  oeceipt  of  Cls  1 
ap  ©ur  people. 

X-  J  *-*  *  *•**  %  -•  „  '  . 

CClijemipon  tlje  fain  ©clsfiiistfjs 
fjabe  petttjOMD  (US,  Cljat  CCie  toouio 
fiepfeafeoto  applp  conhem'ent  cemeop 

tljcteui. 

SnC  C&e  being  milling  to  pjebent 
tlje  faio  Cbil,  Do  bp  aim  Initlj  tlje  af# 
Fent  of  tlje  JLd?Ba  Spiritual  aim  Cem- 
pajal ,  aim  tlje  Commons  of  Due 
Kealtn  fo?  tlje  Common  p?ofit  of  dls 
aim  Out  People,  auill  aim  scant  fo? 
fo?  as,  aim  ©ut  fpeits, 

Cljat  ljencefo?tlj  no  f^ercbaitt  el# 
t|)cc  p?ibate  o?  fleanger ,  fljall  b?tng 
into  tfjts  Haim  anp  fo?t  of  99enep, 
IBut  oulp  plate  of  fine  Silver,  no? 
tljat  anp  ®oIo  o?  Stlbet  ln?ougljt  bp  , 
dPOlDfmitljs,  o?  anp  plate  of  Stlbee 
be  folfi  to  tfie  s^etcfjant  to  fell  again, 
aim  to  be  cacrteo  out  of  tlje  Eingfiom 
'Bitt  fijall  be  foie  at  ©tic  Cats  Ex. 
change, o?  openip  among  tlje  faifi^oio* 

fniit&s 


aim  ©liner  estates* 

ffflit&S  fc>2  p?iliate  ufe  onelp. 

3nn  tljat  none  tljat  p?etenn  to  tie  of 
tfje  fame  Crane  fljafi  keep  any  ©fjop 
6wt  in  CheapQde,  tljat  it  map  be  feen 
tljat  t&etr  ©lto?fe  tie  goon  an®  rigljt. 

ann  tljat  tljofe  of  trje  fain  Crane 
map  tip  Oertue  of  tljere  patents  elect 
&onefi5  latoful  an®  diffident  men  lied 
Stalled  In  tfie  fain  Ctane,  to  enquire  of 
tfjc  matters  afo^efaio ;  ann  tljat  tljep 
fo  cSofen  map  upon  one  condneratioit 
of  tpe  fain  Craft  refopn  toljat  nefccrs 
t&ep  ffjall  finn  tljereui,  attn  thereupon 
inflict  nue  punidjinent  upon  tlje  S)$eiv 
nets,  ann  t&at  tip  t&e.  ijelp  ann  niTi** 
dance  of  tlje  99a po?  ann  Sheriffs  if  oc- 
cadon  tie. 

ann  tljat  in  all  Craning  Cities  ann 
Colons  in  England  inSete  Coinfmttijs 
refine,  tfje  lame  ©finance  tie  obferOed 
as  in  London,  ann  tljat  one  o?  tloo  of 
elierp  fuclj  Citp  o?  Colon  fo?  tlje  red 
of  tljat  Crane  fljail  come  to  London  to 
tie  afcertafnen  of  ttjeir  CoucEj  of  Coin, 
ann  t&ere  to  Sane  a  ©tamp  of  a  pun# 

•  >  -fa  dort 


a  £eiiC!>flone  fo?  ®oia 
CljtOil  tnitl)  a  Leopard’s  fpEOD  IliacfeCl* 

upon  tljeic  (Ktio^k  as  of  antient  time  it 
fjas  been  SI^oaineD.  3ln  CSUtnEffe 
Uiljetcof  Ctiie  fjabe  caufeD  tljefc  €>wc 
Letters  to  be  ntaDe  patents*  ©ibtn 

at  Weftminfter  tlje  (Eijirtictl)  Dap  Of  j 
March,  tn  tfjelittt  peat  of  ©ucKeip. 

We  have  alfo  perufed  the  Letters 
Patents  of  Rickard  the  Second  after 
the  Conqueft,  late  King  of  England. , 
made  in  thefe  words,  Richard  by  the 
Grace  of  God  King  of  England  and 
Erance ,  and  Lord  of  Ireland,  To  all  to 
whom  thefe  prefents  (hall  come, greet¬ 
ing.  Know  Ye, 

That  whereas  Edward  our  Grand¬ 
father  late  King  of  England ,  at  the 
Suit  of  the  Goldfmiths  of  our  City  of 
London  fuggefting  to  him,  how  that 
many  perlons  of  that  Trade  by  Fire 
and  the  fmoke  of  Quickfitver,  had  loft 
their  fight ,  and  that  others  of  them 
by  their  working  in  that  Trade,  be¬ 
came  fo  Crazed  and  Infirm,  That  they 
were  difabledto  lubfift,  but  by  Relief 
from  others. 

And  that  divers  of  the  faid  City 

Qom- 
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Compailionating  the  Condition  of 
fuch,wer4  difpofed  to  give  and  grant 
divers  Tenements  and  Rents  in  the 
faid  City  to  the  value  of  Twenty 
pounds  per  ^nnum  to  the  Company 
of  the  (aid  Craft,  towards  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  faid  Blind,  Weak,  and 
Infirm ;  And  alfo  of  a  Chaplain  to 
Celebrate  Mats  amongft  them  every 
day  for  the  Souls  of  ail  the  Faithiul 
departed,  according  to  the  Ordinance 
in  that  behalf  to  be  made.  Did  by  his 
Letters  Patents  for  the  Conlideration 
of  a  Fine  of  Ten  Marks ,  for  himfelf 
and  his  Heirs,  as  much  as  in  him  lay, 
grant  and  give  Licence  to  the  Men  oi 
the  Community  aforefaid,  that  they 
may  purchafe  Tenements  and  Rents 
in  the  fame  City  of  the  value  ot  Twen¬ 
ty  pounds  per  slnnum  and  not  above 
of  the  Men  of  that  City,  for  relief  and 
maintenance  or  fuch  blind  and  infirm, 
and  of  fuch  Chaplain  as  aforefaid,  to 
hold  to  them  ana  their  Succelfors  of 
the  laid  Society  for  ever,  tor  thepur- 
pofes  aforefaid,  The  Statute  of  Mort¬ 
mains  or  any  other  Statute  or  Ordi¬ 
nance  to  the  contrary  thereof  not- 

F  3  withftanding? 


V-  • 


2  Coucfc-ficme  fo?  0olD 

withftanding  ,  as  in  and  by  the  faid 
Letters  Patents  more  fully  and  at  large 
it  may  appear.  a 

•  > 

And  forafmuchas  the  Men  of  the 
faid  My  fiery  have  humbly  Petitioned 
Us,  That  forafmuch  as  .Our  Grand¬ 
fathers  faid  Letters  Patents  are  not 
nor  can  be  put  in  execution  for  want 
of  Naming  Perfons  capable  therein, 
That  We  would  Gratioufly  provide 
fome  remedy  for  them  in  this  behalf. 
We  taking  the  Premiffes  into  Confide* 
ration,  of  Our  efpecial  Grace,  and  for 
the  Confideration  of  Twenty  Marks 
by  them  paid  unto  Us  in  Our  Hana- 
per, 

Have  for  Us  and  Our  Heirs:granted 
and  given  Licence  to  the  men  of  the 
faid  Craft, That  from  henceforth  they 
be  a  perpetual  Community  or  Society 
of  themfelves. 

?  r  \  ' 

And  that  the  faid  Society  or  Com¬ 
pany  may  for  ever  yearly  Elecfi  out  of 
themlelves  four  Wardens  to  overlee, 
?ule  and  duly  govern  the  faid  Craft, 

V  and 
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and  Community^  and  every  Member 


fame. 

s  \j  0,'  i  iii  ■  i '  <  > 
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Y  t 

■  •  '  D  r'i  ■ 

uO  brijs 

And  further,  We  have  according 
to  Our  Attf&brity  in  this  behalf  graf¬ 
ted  arid  givfen  Licencecforllsand  Our 
Heirs  to  the  lame  Wardens  and  Com¬ 
pany  ,  That- they  may  purchafe  ^rid 
have  to  them  and  their  Succelfors, 
Tenemeritkarid  Rents,  with  their  Ap¬ 
purtenances,  within  the  laid  City  and 
Suburbs'  thereof  to  the  value  ofTwen- 
ty  pounds  rper  mnum^  f6r.the  mainte¬ 
nance  of 1  the \ blind,  weak  and  infirm 
Men  of  the’Gbmpany  afore  fa  id,  arid  of 
a  Chaplain  to  Cdebrafe-Mafe  kmongft 
the  fakl  infirm, every  day,  for  the  Souls 
of  all- the  Faithful  departed,  for  ever, 
according  to  fuel!  Ordinance,  As  the 
fame  Wardens  and  Company  (hall 
make  in  this  behalf,  (the  faid  Statute, 
or  the  Statute  in  that  cafe  made  in 
Our  laft  Parliament  tit  JVefiminJler , 
notwithftanding,)  ornotwithftanding 
that  the  faid  Tenements  and  Rerihs  be 
held  of  Us  in  Free  Burgage,  fo  that  it 
be  found  by  Inquifition  thereupon  du¬ 
ly  had  and  returned  into  our  Chancery^ 

F  q.  •  that 
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that  fuch  purchafe  may  be  made  withr 
out  any  damage  or  prejudice  to  Us 
and  Our  Heirs,  or  any  other  perfon 
whatfoever.  In  mtnefs whereof We 
have  caufed  thefe  our  Letters  to  be 
made  Patents ,  IVitnefs  Qur  Self  at 
JVwchefter  the  Sixth  day  o£  February ^ 
in  the  Sixteenth  Year  of  Our  Reign, 

'  ’  '  t  £  '  ^  »|»cm  (  £  \  "t  J  \  i 

And  We  ratifying  and  allowing  the 
faid  Letters  Patents,  and  all  and  every 
thing  therein  contained,  do?, for  Us  ' 
and  Our  fjeirs  according  to  Our 
Power  in  that  behalf  Approve  and 
Confirm  the  fame, and  d°  by  tliefe  pre- 
feats  grant  and  Confirm  the  fame  unto 
Our  Welbeloved  the  now  Wardens 
and  Company  of  the  faid  Craft  and 
their  Succeffors  for  ever.  - 

And  of  Our  further  Grace  in  this 
behalf,  W e  for  Us  and  Our  Heirs, have 
granted  to  the  fame  Wardens  and 
Company, That  notwithftanding  they 
or  their  Predeceflors  have  not  hither¬ 
to  upon  any  occafion  in  any  fort  ufed 
the  Liberties  in  the  faid  Letters  Pa¬ 
tents  contained,  YetTienceforth  it 

(hall 
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fliall  be  Lawful  for  them  and  their 
Succeffors  to  Ufe  and  Enjoy  the  faid 
Liberties  and  every  of  them,  without 
any  Let  or  Impediment  by  or  from  Us 
or  Our  Heirs,  or  any  of  Gur  Juftices, 
Efcheators ,  Mayors  ,  Sheriffs ,  Bay- 
liffs,  or  other  Our  Minifters.  where- 
foever.  :  '  : 

,  V. 

»  *  -  T  r  >  {  r •  —  *  ■  -c 

r  *  \  ■  y '  *  •  *  ,  ,  *-■.  ■-  -  *  • 

.  -Ji  wrfV!  J.  S.'v  KS  *• 

j  And  We  have  further  granted,  and 
by  thefe  prefents  do  for  Us  and  Our 
Heirs  Grant  to  the  faid  now  Wardens 
and  Company  of  the  Craft  aforefaid. 
That  they  arid  their  Succeffors  be  a 
Corporation  or  *  Body  Incorporate  , 
confifting  and  called  by  the  Names  of 
Wardens  and  Company,  and  be  per- 
fons  able  and  capable  in  Law  topui% 
chafe  and  take  Lands  and  Tenements, 
Rents  and  other  Poffeffions  whatfo- 
ever,  for  ever;  in  Feedimple  of  any 
perfbns  whomfoever  that  (hall  be  wil¬ 
ling  to  Give,  Devife,  or  Affign.  the 
fame  to  them. 


Co  Ijabe  ant)  to  &0lu  the  fame  to 
the  faid  Wardens  and  Company  of 
the  faid  Craft  >  and  their  Succeffors 
for  ever.  And 

..  .  V.  it 
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And  that  they  may  and  (hill  have 
perpetual  Succeflion  and  a  Common 
Seal  for  the  Affairs  of  their  faid  My- 
fiery. 

itiO  t>  yruiio  ,•  ■ 

And  that  they  may  by  the  name  of 
the  Wardens  and  Company  of  the 
)  Myftery  of  Goldfmiths  of  the  City  of 

London  Implead  and  be  Impleaded  in 
any  Court  and  place  whatfoever,  be¬ 
fore  any  Judges  whoriifoever,  in  any 
Aftionsi^uitS)  Plaints,  Demands  and 
Pleas  as  well  real  as  perfcnal  or  niixt 
of  what  nature  or  kind  foe ver  they 
-be.:  V'-...;  i  ;■  -  ‘  -  ;  '  .  -  > 

n  E^fnrpi  on  iin->  dii 

And  that  the  Laid -Wardens-  and 
Company  and  their  SucceiTors,  may 
from  time  to  time  as  often  as  they  fhali 
judge  it  expedient,  make  good  and 
reasonable  By-Laws  and  Ordinances 
for  the  better  regulating  the  faidMy- 
fiery, 

/  ,  J  ■  l 

We  have  alfo  granted,  and  by  thefe 
prefents  do  grant  to  the  faid  now 
Wardens  andCompafty  and  their  Sue- 
ceffors.  That  they  may  have  and  hold 


t 
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to  them  and  their  Succeffors  for  ever, 
all  and  Angular  the  Lands,  Tenements, 
Rents,  Reverfions  and  Services  here¬ 
tofore  given  5  granted  or  devifed  to 
the  Wardens  of  the  Myftery  aforefaid, 
or  to  the  Wardens  or  Guardians  and 
Company  of  the  Myftery  aforefaid,by 
the  Name  of  the  Wardens  and  Com¬ 
pany  of  the  faid  Myftery,  or  by  the 
names  of  the  Company  of  the  faid 
Myftery,  or  by  what  other  Name  fo- 
ever  or  heretofore  in  any  manner  pur- 
chafed  by  the  Wardens  and  Company 
of  the  faid  Myftery,  or  by  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  the  faid  Myftery,  without  Im¬ 
peachment,  Difturbance  or  Let  by  or 
from  Us  or  Our  Heirs,  or  by  or  from 
Our  Juftices,  Sheriffs,  Eicheators,  or 
other  the  Officers  and  Miniffers  of  Us 

or  Our  Heirs  whomfoever, 

* «  *  ^  w  '  ■  *  ■  ’  •  < 

'I  \  -  \  V  .  • 

\  ! .  f  *  .  ■  •  ■  '  ’  ■  ■ 

j  -  ‘  /•  '  *  \  •  •  N 

And  We  do  hereby  ratifie  and  con¬ 
firm  all  and  every  the  fame  Lands  and 
Tenements ,  Rents ,  Reverfions,  and 
Services  to  the  laid  now  Wardens  and 
Company,  and  their  Succeffors, 

_w.’  ^  «  .  '  •  ‘  *  J*  *  /  ‘  •  ? 

And  for  the  Credit  of  the  Men  of 
!  the 

(  '  v  ^  f  ■ 
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the  faid  Craft  dwelling  and  refiding 
in  the  faid  City  for  the  time  being,  and 
for  the  preventing  and  avoiding  the 
damage  and  lofs  which  do  or  may  daily 
happen  and  arile  as  well  to  Us  as  to 
any  Our  Liege  People,  for  want  of  a 
due  and  provident  Care  in  regulating 
certain  of  Our  Subjefts  and  others  ( 
Ufing  and  Exercifing  the  faid  Trade,' 
without  any  regard  to  the  Credit  of  the 
faid  Company,  And  alio  for  the  pre¬ 
venting  and  taking  away  Subtleties 
and  Deceipts praciifed  in  the  faid  Trade , 

We  have  further  granted,  and  by 
thefe  Prefents  do  grant  to  the  laid  now 
Wardens  and  Company  and  their  Suer 
ceffors  for  £ver,  That  the  Wardens  of 
the  faid  Myftery  for  the  time  being 
fhall  and  may  for  ever  have  the  fearch , 
infpeffton^  tryal  and  regulation  of  all 
forts  of  Gold  and  Silver  wrought  or 
to  be  wrought,  and  to  be  expofed  to 
fale  withiji  the  City  of  London  and  the 
Suburbs  thereof,  and  in  all  Pairs  and 
Markets,  and  all  Cities,  Towns  and 
Boroughs,  and  all  other  places  what¬ 
soever  throughout  Our  Kingdom  of  £n~ 
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gland, and  alfo  {hall  and  may  have  power 
to  punijb  and  correct  all  defers  that 
{hall  be  found  in  the  working  of  Gold 
and  Silver* 

And  to  that  end,  if  need  be,  to  call 
to  their  afliftance  the  Mayor  and  She¬ 
riffs  of  the  faid  City,  and  the  Mayors 
and  Bayliffs  or  other  Officers  what¬ 
ever  in  any  Fairs,  Markets,  Cities,  Bo¬ 
roughs  and  Towns,  and  other  places 
out  of  the  faid  City  where  any  fuch 
Search  or  Tryal  {hall  happen  to  be 
made. 

And  that  the  Wardens  of  the  faid 
Myftery  for  the  time  being  {hall  and 
may  have  full  Power  and  Authority 
for  ever  by  themfelves  or  any  of  them, 
duly  to  fearch  and  try  all  and  Angular 
the  premiffes,  and  alfo  all  manner  of 
Work  touching  and  concerning  the 
faid  Craft, found  or  being  in  the  hands 
of  the  Goldfmiths,  or  any  other  ivhom- 
foever  felling,  making  or  working  any 
Wares  or  Works  pertaining  to  or  con¬ 
cerning  the  faid  Myftery, as  well  with¬ 
in  Our  laid  City  of  London  and  the 

Suburbs 
'  1 
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Suburbs  thereof,  as  elfewhere  out  of 
the  faid  City  in  all  Fairs^Markets,  Ci¬ 
ties,  Boroughs  and  Towns,  and  other 
places  whatfoever  throughout  Our 
Realm  of  England ;  And  alfo  by  them- 
felves  or  any  of  them  to  break  all  fuch 
deceitful  Works  and  Wares  of  Gold 
and  Silver  of  what  fort  foever  5  if 
any  fuch  they  (hall  find  to  be  made, 
wrought  and  expofed  to  fale  in  deceipt 
of  Our  People.  ' : 

And  alfo  according  to  their  difcre- 
tion  and  as  often  as  they  (hall  fee  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  punifli  and  correfib  the  Ma¬ 
kers,  Sellers  and  Workers  of  the  fame 
Works  according  to  their  demerits,by 
the  affiftance  (if  need  be)  of  Our  May¬ 
ors,  Sheriffs,  Bayliffs,  Reeves,  and  other 
fuch  like  Officers. 

We  alfo  will  and  grant,  and  ftri&ly 
Charge  and  Command,  That  all  Bay¬ 
liffs,  Reeves,  and  other  Officers  what¬ 
foever  in  Fairs,  Markets,  Cities,  Bo¬ 
roughs, Towns  and  other  places  where 
fuch  Search  (hall  happen  to  be  made, 
be  ready  to  Ayd  and  Aflift  the  faid 
f  Wardens 
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Wardens  and  every  of  them  malting 
luch  Search  asaforefaid,  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  premises,  and  that  in  all  , 
things  according  to  their  Duty.  3|tl 
ftittnefs  whereof  We  have  caufed 
thefe  Our  Letters  to  be  made  Patents. 

|  £2IjtltEfj3  Our  Self  at  JLeiceJler  the 
Thirtieth  day  of  Jlfay  in  the  Second 
Year  of  Our  Reign. 

And  now  We  ratifying  and  appro¬ 
ving  the  faid  Letters  Patents,  and  all 
things  therein  contained,  do  for  Us 
and  Our  Heirs  according  to  Our  Au¬ 
thority  therein,  allow  the  fame,  and 
by  thefe  prefents  do  ratifie,  grant  and 
confirm  the  fame  to  our  Welbeloved 
the  now  Wardens  and  Company  of 

the  Mylfery  aforefaid  and  their  Suc- 
celfors. 

ffU  t;  %  UjJ  f  •  (  1  ,  :- 

And  further.  We  being  certainly 
informed  that  divers  perfons  both  Na« 
tives  and  Aliens,  exercifing  the  faid 
Trade  in  divers  parts  oftfadsKingdom5 
ftudying  and  contriving  their  own 
dijhoneft  Gain^  and  purpofingby  va¬ 
rious  ways  to  deceive  and  endamage 

the 
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the  reft  of  our  Subjects,  do  work  and 
expofe  to  fale  Gold  and  Silver  cunning • 
ly  and  deceitfully  wrought  and  debased 
more  than  the  Standard  allowes ,  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  Ordinances  in  that  behalf 
made. 

And  Counterfeit-ftones  (which  are 
of  no  value,  cunningly  fet  in  fuch  kind 
of  Gold  and  Silver)  do  daily  fell  for 
true  Jewels  at  great  rates  to  divers  of 
Our  Subje&s  (not  underftanding  the 
fame)  as  well  in  places  priviledged,  as 
in  Fairs ,  Markets  and  other  places 
within  Our  Cities  and  Burroughs  of 
this  Our  Kingdom  of  England,  and  nei¬ 
ther  fear  nor  doubt  to  be  punifhed  oje 
call’d  in  queftion  for  the  fame. 

\  •  "  i  r  *  V”  - -i, 

r  '  '  t  ■  *>  v  .i  .  _  -a 

And  the  reafon  is,  for  that  due 
fearch  or  any  due  punilhment  is  fel- 
dome  executed  upon  Offenders  in  that 
Myftery  out  of  the  City  aforefaid. 

And  although  the  Wardens  of  that 
Myftery  in  the  faid  City  for  the  time 
being"  have  (by  vertue  and  power  of 

the  aforefaid  Letters  Patents  in  form 

afore- 
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aforefaid  granted  to  them  and  their 
Succeflors  (had  the  fearch,  inipecliorii 
tryal  and  regulation  of  the  Gold  and 
Silver  fo  wrought  and  to  be  wrought 
and  expofed  to  Sale,  And  power  by 
themfelves  or  any  of  them,  to  fearch 
and  try  (continually  from  the  aforefaid 
30th  day  of  May  in  the  faid  Second 
year  of  the  late  King  Edward  the 
Fourth  hitherto  by  vertue  of  his  faid 
Letters  Patents  to  them  in  that  behalf 
made)oall  fuchJdnd  of  deceitful  and 
fraudulent.  Works  and  Wares  made 
and  to  be  made  of  the  Gold  and  Silver 
aforefaid  of  any  kind  whatfoever. 

And  the  faults  and  deceipts  in  tliofe 
Works  deceitfully  and  fubtilly  contri¬ 
ved  or  to  be  contrived  by  the  Work¬ 
men  and  contrivers  thereof,  topunilh 
and  corredt,  as  alfo  to  execute  and 
perform  fuch  other  things  as  they 
ought  to  do  by  vertue  of  the  aforefaid 
Letters  Patents  of  the  laid  late  King 
Edward  the  Fourth  - 

*  1 

■  Neverthelefs  as  We  are  informed. 

That  notwithftanding  the  aforefaid 

G  War-  '  ' 
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Wardens  of  the  laid  Myftery  for  the 
time  being  have*  (ever  diiibe  the  afore-  | 
faid  Grants  to  therm  and  the  Company 
of  the  faid  Myftery  in  form  afbire- 
faid  made)  been  at  great  trouble  and 
charges  (as  well  at  their  own  -proper 
Gofts,  as  at  the  Cojfts  of  thefaid'Gom-  ! 
pany)  to  put  rin:  execution  their  Au¬ 
thority  ,*-sof  fetching,'  infpe&ing  and 
trying  fuch  kind  of  Gala  and  Silver 
(as  is  before  mentioned)  and  the  de¬ 
feats  therein,  fo  wrought  dhdput  to 
fale  by  the  Wb^kmen  of  the  faid  Trade 
in  divers  of  the  Cities  * 'Burroughs, 
Fairs,  Markets  and  other  places  of  this 
Our  Kingdom,  for  the  common  ufe  of 
Us  and  of  all.  Qur  good  Subje&s* 

Yet  they  have  received  wery  little 
or  no  profit  thereby,  but  rather  have 
been  lubjeft  oftentimes  not  onely  to 
pains  and  perils  of  their  bodies,  but 
alfo  to  the  lofs  of  their  Goods  and 
Chattels  by  reafon  and  occafion  of 
their  fearching,  trying,  and  putting  in 
execution  their  Authority  aforefaid, 
in  punifliing  and  corre&ing  the  defe&s 
of  Work  upon  proof  thereof  made 
unto  them,  By 


atth  Sul&ec  Ulm& 

By  means  whereof  the  faid  War¬ 
dens  of  late  in  regard  of  the  great 
menaces  and  affaults  which  they  have 
received  from  thofe  Workmen  and 
Tradefmen  of  that  Myftery  (that  de- 
qeiptfully  fell  fuch  Gold  and  Silver  in 
the  Countrey)  and  their  Accomplices 
and  Adherents,  could  not  execute 
their  faid  Authority  any  where  with¬ 
in  Our  Kingdom  of  England  except 
within  Our  faid  City  of  London  and 
the  Suburbs  thereof. 

'  So  that  the  faid  fearch,  tryal  and 
execution  of  the  faid  Authority  nea¬ 
ring, very  many  frauds, deceipts,works 
unskilfully  made  ?of  Gold  and  Silver, 
and  of  counterfeiting  pf  Jewels  in 
WorksofGold  and  Silver  and  other- 
wife,  are  daily  divers  waves  increafed 
in  the  My  ftery  aforefaid3by  the  Work¬ 
men  of  the  faid  Trade  in  every  part  of 
this  Our  Kingdom,  to  the  great  lofs 
and  detriment  of  Us  and  all  Our  Liege 
People, 

And  We  being  w  illing  (all  the  de- 
eeiptful  inl’ufficient  and  unlawful 

G  2  Works 
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Works  and  Wares  of  Gold  and  Silver 
Jewels  and  Stones,  Pearl  or  Coral,  or 
l'u'dr  like,  in  the  Trade  aforefaid  un¬ 
fit  fEciently  and  unlawfully  made  and 
-counterfeited  tiled  to  be  put  to  fale) 
toabolilh  and  pun  id)  in  all  things  as  it 
ought  tobe,  Gf  Our  certain  knowledg 
and  nicer  motion,  Have  given  and 


as  in  Us  lyes)  to  the  aforefaid  Wardens 
and  Company  of  the  Myltery  afore- 
laid  and  their  Succeffors, :  : 


*  •>  -  *  7  f-  > 

That  they  the  faid  Wardens  and 
their  Succeffors,  and  every  of  them 
for  the  time  being,  (hall  have  for  ever 
full  Power  and  Authority  over  all  and 
lingular  the  Defeats,  Offences,  Faults 
and  Deceipts  made  and  attempted  or 
committed  contrary  to  the  Ordinan¬ 
ces  oftheMyftery  aforefaid  in  all  their 
fearches  and  tryals  of  Gold  and  Silver, 
or  of  Wares,  Jewels,  Stones ,  Pearl, 
Coral,  or  of  any  other  Jewels  or  Coun¬ 
terfeit  Stones  whatfoever  wrought  or 
fet  in  Gold  or  Silver,  as  in  Neck -laces, 
Lockets,  Rings  or  Bracelets,  or  other- 
wife  howfoever  wrought  or  fet,  with- 


/ 
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in  this  Our  Kingdom  of  England, 
wherefoever,  againft  the  Workmen  or 
Owners  of  any  of  the  faid  premiffes  ex- 
pofing  them  to  fale. 

And  all  and  every  the  perfons  of  or 
ufing  the  faid  Myftery  whatl'oever  lo 
deceiptfully  working,  having,  or  ex- 
pofing  to  fale  the  premiffes  aforefaid, 
(upon  due  proof  made)  drill  be  by  the 
laid  Wardens  for  the  time  being  com¬ 
mitted  '  to  the  next  Gaol  or  Priion, 
therein  to  be  punidied  by  Imprifon- 
ment  of  their  Bodies  according  to  the 
nature  of  their  Offences,  and  out  oi 
the  faids  Gaols  or  Prifons  to  be  deli¬ 
vered  at  the  dilcretions  ot  the  laid 
Wardens  or  any  of  them ;  Or  be  pu- 
.  nilhed  by  Fines  to  be  let  and  impofed 
upon  fuch  Delinquents,  equal  to  their 
Offences,  Faults  and  Deceipts,  as  by 
the  found  Difcretions  of  the  laid  War¬ 
dens  or  any  of  them  for  the  time  be¬ 
ing,  (hall  be  effeemed  juft  and  reafon- 
able,  and  in  that  behalf  convenient. 

*  '  .  V 

We  alfo  grant  for  Us  and  Our  Heirs 
tp  the  faid  Wardens  and  Company 

,  G  3  and 
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and  their  Suceeffors,  That  whenfo- 
ever,  \vherdoever5  and  as  often  as  any 
Wares  of  Gold  and  Silver  or  Pearl, 
or  of  any  Counterfeit  Stones  whatfo- 
ever  deceitfully  wrought  orfet  in  the 
nature  of  Jewels  or  Pearl  inGold  or  Sil¬ 
ver  which  by  Allays  thereof  are  of  lefs 
value  and  more  debas’d  in  the  work¬ 
ing  of  the  faid  Gold  and  Silver  than  of 
right  it  ought  to  be  wrought3  (that  is 
to  fay)  not  being  of  the  value  of  Ster¬ 
ling  or  Standard.,  ( according  to  the 
Ordinances  and  Statutes  of  Us  and 
Our  Progenitors  or  Predecelfors  late 
Kings  and  Queen  of  England*  in  this 
behalf  made)  that  (hall  be  found  any 
where  as  well  within  any  of  Our  Li¬ 
berties  as  without  ; 

.  •  •  i  I 

Or  any  Wares  of  Gold  or  Silver 
made  within  this  Kingdom  b.y  any  Na¬ 
tive  or  Forraign  Workmen  &Tradef- 
men  of  the  Craft  aforefaid  wherefo- 
ever  that  ihall  be  fold  or  expofed  to  . 
fale  ( not  being  tryed^approved  and  marked 
as  they  ought  to  be)  according  to  the 
form  of  the  Ordinances  and  Statutes 
aforefaid.  that  then  the  faid  Wardens 

'  '  •  *  V  •  * 

‘  for 
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for  the  time  being,  or  two  of  them, 
(hall  have  power  and  Authority  all 
and  every  fuch  Wares  of  Gold  and 
Silver,  Counterfeit  Stones  and  Pearls, 
and  other  Stones  whatfoever  (fo  de* 
ceiptfully  or  unlawfully  wrought  and 
expofed  to  fale  wherefoever  they  (hall 
be  found)  to  arreft,  feife,  and  to  break 
and  fpoyl  them,  fo  that  Our  People 
may  not  be  any  more  deceived  there¬ 
by. 

Arid  that  in  all  and  every  the 
Searches  of  the  faid  Wardens  and 
their  Succeffors  for  the  time  being,  of 
or  in  the  premises  from  time  to  time 
in  whatsoever  places  within  Three 
Miles  in  and  about  the  aforefaid  City 
of  Lyndon,  where  any  the  faid  Work¬ 
men  or  Tradefmen  of  the  faid  Craft 
(hall  happen  to  remain,  work,  or  in¬ 
habit, the  (aid  Wardens  or  any  of  them 
for  the  time  being  (hall  caufe  to  be 
brought  All  manner  of  Works  and 
Wares  of  Gold  and  Silver  aforefaid,  or 
what  Jewels  and  Precious  Stones  for 
ever  (fet  in  Gold  and  Silver)  are  there 
wrought  or  to  be  wrought,  to  the 
'  G  4  Com* 
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Common-Hall  of  the  Wardens  and 
Company  of  the  faid  Myftery  being 
in  the  aforefaid  City  of  London  where¬ 
in  the  Common  Standard  or  Aflife  of 
Gold  and  Silver  (according  to  the  Or¬ 
dinances  in  that  behalf  made)  is  kept, 
there  to  be  tryed  and  allayed,  And  to 
be  reformed  if  defers  fhall  be  any 
manner  of  wayes  found  therein;  and 
after  they  {hall  be  fo  reformed,  to  be 
there  then  affirmed  for  good,  and 
ftamped  with  their  Marks  which  they 
life  for  that  purpofe. 

*"*'  -  '*  1  '  -  -  •  *  *  )  V  T*’  ;  *.  •  -  ' 

And  all  defe&ive  Works  whatfo- 
pver-  deceiptfully  wrought  as  well  of 
or  in  Gold  as  Silver ,  Counterfeit 
Stones  put  for  Jewels  therein  and 
falfly  made,  (or  found  to  be  of  a  worfe 
Allay  than  it  ought  to  be)  fhall  there 
(according  to  their  difcretions)  be  ut¬ 
terly  condemned .  Without  Accompt 
or  any  other  charge  or  Anfwer  to  Us 
pr  any  of  Our  Heirs  for  the  premiffes 
pr  any  of  them  to  be  rendred,  made 
or  paid  for  ever ;  In  witnefs  whereof 
We  have  caufed  thefe  Our  Letters  to 
fcg  made  Patents :  IVitnefs  Our  Self 
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at  tVeflminfter  the  Third  day  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  ,  in  the  Twentieth  Year  of  Our 
Reign, 

Now  We  Ratifying  and  Approving 
the  laid  Letters  Patents,  and  all  things 
therein  contained,  Do  for  lls  and  Our 
Heirs  (as  much  as  in  Us  lyes)  allow  the 
the  fame,  and  by  thele  prefents  do  Ra- 
tifie,  Grant  and  Confirm  the  lame  to 
Our  Welbeloved  the. now  Wardens 
and  Company  of  the  Myftery  afore- 
faid.  In  witnefs  whereof  We  have 
caufed  thefe  our  Letters  to  be  made 
Patents ,  IVttnefs  Our  Self  at  /Veji- 
minfter  the  Sixteenth  day  of  March  jn 
the  Firft  Year  of  Our  Reign. 

Now  We  Ratifying  and  Approving 
the  faid  Letters  Patents  and  all  things 
therein  contained.  Do  for  Us  and  Our 
Heirs,  as  much  as  in  Us  lyes,  allow 
the  fame,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  Ra-  > 
tifie,  Grant  and  Confirm  the  fame  to 
Our  Welbeloved  the  now  Wardens 
and  Company  of  the  Myftery  afore- 
faid ;  In  witnefs  whereof  We  have 
caufed  thefe  Our  Letters  to  be.  made 

Patents, 


( a  <£oticl>fione  foi  ©olti 

Patents,  IVitnefs  Our  Self  at  Weftmin- 
fter  the  Sixth  day  of  "junc  in  the  Firft: 
Year  of  Our  Reign. 

Now  We  Ratifying  and  Approving 
the  faid  Letters  Patents  and  all  things 
therein  contained.  Do  for  Us  and  Our 
Heirs  as  much  as  in  Us  lyes,  allow  the 
fame,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  ratifie, 
grant  and  confirm  the  fame  to  Our 
Welbeloved  the  now  Wardens  and 
Company  of  the  Myftery  aforefaid. 
In  witnefs  whereof  We  have  caufed 
thefe  Our  Letters  to  be  made  Patents, 
IVitnefs  Our  Self  at  /Vejiminfter  the 
Fifth  day  of  December ,  in  the  Firft  year 
of  Our  Reign. 

Now  We  Ratifying  and  Approving 
the  faid  Letters  Patents  and  all  things 
therein  contained.  Do  for  Us  and  Our 
Heirs,  as  much  as  in  Us  lyes,  allow  the 
fame,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  ratifie., 
grant  and  confirm  the  fame  to  Our 
Welbeloved  the  now  Wardens  and 
Company  of  the  Myftery  aforefaid  ; 
In  witnefs  whereof  We  have  caufed 
thefe  Our  Letters  to  be  made  Patents, 

mt~  - 


and  Wilber  cajatess. 

JVitnefs  Our  Self  at  fVeftminfier  the 
Third  day  of  Jamary ,  in  the  Jhird 
Year  of  Our  Reign. 

Now  We  Ratifying  and  Approving 
the  faid  Letters  Patents,  and  all  things 
therein  contained.  Do  for  Us  and  Our 
Heirs,  as  much  as  in  Us  lyes,  allow  the 
fame,  and  by  thefe  prelents  do  Ratifie, 
Grant  and  Confirm  the  fame  to  Our 
Welbeloved  the  now  Wardens  and 
Company  of  the  Myftery  aforefaid. 
In  rvitnefs  whereof,  PVitnefs  the 
King  at  fVefiminfter  the  Thirtieth  day 
of  March ,  in  the  Second  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  King  James  over  England, 


■  . —  1  » 
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'  \4  i  -  'C'*V>  •  j’v  ,  i  ..  ■  ,  L  •  .• 
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The  Goldftniths  Order 
lately  made  and  iet  forth 
for  Prevention  and  Re- 
drels  of  the  great  Abufes 
committed  in  the  feveral 
Wares  afore-mentioned. 


Goldfmiths-Hall  the  2  5.  day 
of  February j  1675. 

WHEREAS  complaint  fjatlj 
been  mane  to  tlje  tlLtactiens  of 
tlje  Company  of  Goldfmiths, 
London,  djat  tuUCl'S  fniall  SLlO^kS, 
as  Buckles  fo?  Belts,  ©tlbet  pits, 
aim  tlje  pieces  tljeteto  belonging.  Uiitlj 

sibets  otljet  fmall  dlates  botlj  of 

@010 


ano  ©ilbet  snares. 

»3olO  ano  $§>ilbcc ,  ace  fcequentlp 
wrought  ano  put  to  fale  bp  others 
0oiofmiths  ano  others ,  inoife  tljait 
2)tanoatDj  to  tlje  abufe  of  Ijis  QJaie* 
ffies  gooo  ^ntyetts,  ano  great  Oifcre* 
Dit  of  tfjat  a^anufarturc ;  ano  that 
tfjetrc  ate  alfo  others  piece-s  of  ®ilbct 
plate  folo,not  beingalfapeo  at  Gold-: 

fmiths-Hall,  attO  fo  HOt  inatkCD  tUitlj 
the  Leopard's  Head  CtOtDHeO,  00  bp 

lain  the  fame  ought  to  be  :  ano  tuljers. 
as  the  Cnatoens  of  tljefaio  Companp 
to  pjebcnt  tlje  faio  ftauos,  ijabe  fo|- 
merlp  requtteo  all  petfons  to  fojbcac 
putting  to  fale  attp  aoulterate  snares* 
either  of  0oloo?  ©fiber,  but  tljattfjep 
caufe  tlje  fame  fojthhiith  to  be  oefaceO; 
ano  that  as  loell  piate«tuo?ftcr0  a# 
fmall«  footers  fljouio  caufe  their  refpe* 
ttibe  sharks  to  be  brought  to  Gold- 
fmiths-Hall,  s  there  Uribe  the  fame  fit 
a  Cable  kept  in  the  aifap*©fFice;  ano 
libelnife  enter  their  J3ames  ano  places 
of  habitations  in  a  'Baik  there  kept 
foi  that  purpofe,  mherebp  the  petfons 
ano  their  marks  might  be  knoton  unto 
the  tnaroens  of  tlje  faio  Companp, 
inljich  fjabtmr  not  hitherto  baf’tt  oulp 

obferbeOj, 


S€oucbflcnefo|<S5ola 

obfetbta,  Cljefe  ace  tljctefoje  to  gibe 
Notice  to,  ana  to  tequite  again  all 
tfjofe  mfjo  ereccife  tlje  fata  Set  o? 
fiery  of  Goldfmiths  jit  o?  about  tbe 
Cities  Of  London  anO  Weftminfter, 

ana  tbe  (Suburbs  of  tlje  fame,  Cijat 
tbep  fo^tljuiitlj  repair  to  Goldfmiths- 
Hall,  ana.tlje.ee  ffcilse  tljeic  ^atlts  in 
a  Cable  appointea  foj  tljat  purpofe, 
ana  Itfeeiuife  enter  tfjeic  J3ames,  loitb 
tlje  plates  of  tijeie  telpettibe  auiell* 
tags,  in  a  'Bmb  remaining  in  tlje  Af- 
%-Office  tljete :  Sna  that  as  fuel!  tbe 
|po?feec  a£S>bop  fe0&per,ana allot&ets 
SBOifeing  ana  Ccaaing  in  ©Ola  oj  Sil¬ 
lier  abates,  of  fobat  bins  o?  quality 
fqebec  they  be,  forbear  putting  tofflle 
any  of  tbe  fata  mio|l$Si  not  being  a- 
gtetable  to  ^tanaarb,  t&atiS  to  fay, 
d$oia  not.  l?fs  in  finenefs  then  ttoo  ana 
plenty  Caftans,  Sna  Silbet  not  lefs 
m  fineitefs  tljen  eleben  SDttnces  ttua 
penny  (oeigbt  >  Sna  tljat  no  perfon  0? 
petfons  ao  from  bencefojtb  put  to  foie 
airy  of  tlje  fain  Crates  eitbet  fmall  01 
great,  before  tlje  Moi&mattS  $0arlt  be 
ftrttcb  tljeteon,  Sno  tlje  fame  Stfayea 
at  -Goidihiiths-Haii,  ana  tb«e  appio* 

bio 


aitu  Wilder  Mares* 
ucufo?  fetanirata,  tiplfii&wg  thereon 

tlje  Lyon  aiflj  Leopard’s  Head  CcotUtU 
tfj  o?  owe  of  tOeni,  if  the  faid  Works 
will  conveniently  bear  the  fame : 

fieteof  all  perrons  concerned  are  deft* 
tea  to  talse  notice,  and  demean  tljem- 
felhes  accojdlnglp:  otfjetuiife  the  Mar« 
dens  loin  make  it  fljetr  Card  to  pro¬ 
cure  tljem  to  be  pjocteoed  agamlt  ac* 
coding  to  Into, 

-  •  -  r"."> 

•  ■  \  * 

Touching  the  feveral  Weights  now 
in  ufe,  for  the  buying  and  felling  of 
Gold  and  Silver  and  pretious  5tones> 
The  Reader  may  Obferve, 

|  '  ;  )  <  :  ••  ;  j«  •'  ?  j  l  i  IP 

That  no  other  Weights  are  <|by  our 
LawesJ  to  be  ufed  in  weighing  Gold 
and  Silver  5  but  thofe  called  %y  the 
name  of  Troy  Weights,  of  which 

<*  *r  .  ''  '['yd  j/! 

24  grains  makes  a  penny  weight,  Or 
the  weight  of  an  old  Sterling  pen¬ 
ny,  ( which  now  goes  for  three 
pence.)  .  '  *  ‘ 

«  i  :  <  t  v,  >  k  *  ^  *  i  .  I  **  .  1  V:".  f  ,J  / 

30  penny  weight  makes  one  ounce,' 

t  a  Ounces  make  a  pound. 

The 


3  CoucMtoite  fo|  ®olo 

The  compounding  thefe  Weights 
(being  uled  in  A i Faying  of  Gold,  and 
computing  the  Standard  of  Gold)  are 
called  by  the  name  Carr  acts,  of  which 

5  of  the  aforefaid  grains  makes  a 
.  ■  Cafraft-grain ;  a  demy-grain  is 
•  FF  half  of.  fuch  a  grain. 

4  of  fuch  Carra<5t-graiHS3make  one 
v  Carrad. 


-r  ^  r  1  -r"-  -  Ok 
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24  of  fuch  Carrafts  make  an  Dunce 


Cj 


A 


•#  •  .  7  v  »  •**'  .  :  -  P, 

i  There  be  othor  forts  ofCarradb  com¬ 


pounded  rof  Troy  grains,  thus  5 
4  grains  makes  a  Carradt. 


^  ...  .  . 

6  of  fuch  Carradts  makes  a  penny 

••weight. 

^  * 

.  •  *  "irn:  ‘  *».  .  .  ; 

120  of  fuchCarradls  makes  anOunce 
'  Troy ; '  Thefe  are  only  ufed  to 
-  weigh  Diamonds  and  Pearls. 


C  1  r>  '  c  ^  *  •  ■  •  ■  V»  F  F 

That  all  perfons  may  know  the  dif¬ 
ference 


miti  Sfl&et:  tMat  e& 

ference  of  Troy  Weights  from  others,' 
they  are  to  obferve  that  thefe  Weights 
are  made  in  the  ftiapes,  and  of  the  Me¬ 
tal,  and  marked  as  hereafter  is  men¬ 
tioned  ;  (viz  J 


The  Grain  Weights  are  made  of  pie¬ 
ces  of  thin  Brafe,  commonly  called  Lat- 
tin-Brafs5and  are  cut, near  4-fquare,and 
proportioned  from  half  a  grain  to  fix 
grains-  and  fo many  grains  that  each 
piece  contains,  it  is  marked  with  the 
like  number  of  round  Marks  thus  (o) 
And  alfoon  every  piece  is  (or  (houid 
bt)  fet the  letter  G  with  a  Coronet  at 
the  head  of  it,  thus  (>j?) 

,  '  '  -v  /  . 

'  f  ,  s  N  .  \  ' ' 

The  next  Weights  above  them,  are 
the  penny  Weights,  which  are  made 
of  thick  fquare  pieces  of  Brafs,  pro¬ 
portioned  from  a  half-penny  weight, 
to  a  five  penny  weight,  and  not  ufu- 
aliy  higher  -7  And  fo  many  penny¬ 
weight  that  each  piece  contains  is 
,  made  or  marked  thereon  ,  fo  many 
round  marks  thus  (o)  as  abovefaid  - 
and  alfo  is  or  fhould  be  fet  the  Lyon  on 
every  piece. 


The 


r 
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fAdracbm  Troy,  is  one 
penny  weight  and  fix 
grains  *,  Sixteen  of  fuch 
drachms  make  an  ounce 
Troy:  Haifa  quarter  of 
an  Ounce  is  two  penny 
weight  and  12  grains. 


'  3  Cotiifclfdne  fo?  0oin 

The  next  above  them  is  the  Ounce- 
Weights,  they  are  alfo  of  Bra  is,  and 
made  round  in  nefts,  (that  is  to  fay)  to 
fall  or  Band  one  within  another,  And 
are  proportioned  from  a  drachm  to 
3  2  Ounces,  and  fometimes  to  64  Oun¬ 
ces,  (viz.)  the  leaft  is  a 
f  drachm  ;  the  next  half  a 
quarter  of  an  ounce,  the 
next  a  quarter  of  an  ounce; 
the  next  half  an  ounce,  the 
next  an  ounce  *  the  next 
two  ounces,  and  fo  every 
one  double  the  weight  of  the  next 
leifer,  and  every  one  from  an  ounce 
upwards,  are  marked  with  numeral 
letters  of  fuch  number,  as  the  pieces 
contains  Ounces,  and  alfo  every 
Weight  marked  with  two  letters, 
made  thus  (^Jf  )  for  Troy,  and  are 
or  iliould  be  marked  with  the  Lyon 
and  Leopard's  Head  Crowned. 

The  next  Weights  above  them  are 
faihioned  like  a  Bell,  and  are  called 
Bell /Heights  5  and  are  proportioned 
from  one  pound  or  12  Ounces  Troy, 
to  3  2  pounds,  and  fometimes  higher, 

every 


N 


mtD  Sillier  2£lateg* 

every  one  being  double  the  weight  of 
the  next  lelfer,  as  before  of  the  ounce 
Weights,  and  are  or  (hould  be  marked 
with  the  fame  Marks. 

The  Standard  of  thefe  Weights  ii 
kept  in  the  Tower  of  London ,  and  alfo 
in  the  Goldjmiths-Hall ,  and  the  Offi¬ 
cers  there  and  none  other  (hould  have 
the  Sizing  or  Gauging  of  them  -  but 
that  being  accounted  too  chargeable, 
the  feveral  Weight-makers  in  and 
about  London  do  ufually  Size  and 
Gauge  thefe  Weights  themfefves,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  aforefaid  Standard,and 
do  fet  Marks  on  them  fomething  re- 
fembling  the  right,  but  by  what  au¬ 
thority  they  fo  do,  I  leave  to  the  cor- 
fideranon  of  thofe  immediately  con¬ 
cerned  therein. 

There  are  other  forts  of  Weights, 
by  fome  ufed  amongft  us,  called  by 
the  name  of  Venice- Weights,  and  are 
made  in  nefts  of  the  fame  fafnion,  as 
the  nefts  of  Troy  Ounces  are,  and  eve¬ 
ryone  double  the  Weight  of  the  next 

H  2  f  lelfer, 
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a  CoucI>flane  fo|  ®oli> 

leffer,  but  very  much  differing  from 
the  Troy  Weights  thus,  (viz.)  as  the 
Troy  Ounce  contains  Twenty  penny 
weights ,  fo  the  y ? nice  Ounce  con¬ 
tains  but  Thirteen  penny  weight  and 
a  half  :  But  there  being  no  Law 
for  thefe  Fenice  Weights  amongft  us, 
only  the  Sellers  of  Gold  and  Silver 
Lace  (but  without  any  warrant  or 
authority  fo  to  do)  do  too  often  for 
their  private  lucre,  ufe  the  fame. 
But  what  I  have  before  mentioned  of 
them  ,  is  fufficient  to  prevent  their 
being  ufed  inftead  of  the  Troy 
weights.  -  j  y 

There  are  alfo  other  forts  of  weights 
(by  our  Law)  in  ufe  amongft  us,  cal¬ 
led  by  the  name  of  sfveraupois  ( the 
leffer  fort  of  them)  are  made  ofBrafs, 
and  fliaped  round  and  flat,  and  every 
one  double  the  weight  of  the  next 
leffer,  and  are  or  ought  to  be  Sized 
and  Marked  at  Guild.- [I all ,  London , 
(where  the  Standard  of  thofe  Weights 
is  kept,  with  feveral  Marks,  (viz.)  the 
City  Arms  in  a  Shield,  the  Dagger, 

the 
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the  Letter  A  for  Averdufm^.  Flower- 
de-luce,  and  the  Effigies  of  a  Veffel  or 
Ewer.  Thefe  Weights  differ  from 
the  Troy  Weights  thus,  {viz.) a  hat 
as  the  Troy  Ounce  contains  20  penny 
weight,  fo  the  Ounce  stfverdupois  con¬ 
tains  but  1 8  penny  weight ;  and  as 
the  pound  Troy  contains  Twelve  Oun¬ 
ces,  fo  the  pound  stfverdupois  con¬ 
tains  Sixteen  Ounces  ;  But  thefe  not 
being  for  the  weighing  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver,  what  I  have  mentioned  of  them, 
isfufficientto  diftinguifh  them  from 
the  Troy  Weights. 


■  .  . 

H  3  PofKcrjpt* 


3  €aucT>3ene  fo?  ®olQ 


Poftlcript  to  the  Reader. 


THat  my  good  intent  for 
preventing  fraud  not 
onely  in  cafes  where  TS/Lafsy 
Gold  and  Silver  are  njed,  but 
alfo  in  other  TVorfy  made  or 
pretended  to  be  made  thereof 
may  tafy  the  better  effe&,  I 
pall  give  you  another  Statute 
fill  in  force 3  made  as  well  to 
fupprefs^  and  prevent  the  gild* 
ing  and  filvering  of  Copper 
and  Brafs  Worlds ,  and  the  de¬ 
ceit 


aitb  Wilber  enlaces*  105 

ceit  therein  nfed,  as  the  waft¬ 
ing  the  Gold  and  Silver  of 

this  Nation ,  (viz. ) 

' 

Stat.  5.  Hen.  4. 13. 

ITem.  ISHljeceas  mart?  fraudulent 
Artificers  imagining  to  Deceibe  tfje 
common  people,  do  Doily  matte 
locks,  Kings,  TdeaDS,  CanDlefitcks, 
Ipatnefs  fo?  ©irDles ,  Jpifts,  Cfiall:- 
ces  anD  g>u»o?o=#iimmel0,  poaiDer.- 
'JSoiregf ,  aim  Cabers  fo?  Cups,  of 
Copper,  anD  of  Lattin,  anD  tipe  fiimc 
fiber  ©tiilt  anD  @>ilber,  tike  to  Cola  0? 
©fiber ;  ftnD  tfie  fame  fell  ana  put  in 
gage  to  many  (59 en  not  fiabing  ftiii 
UnotulcDT  tfjeteof  fo?  uffiole  ©olo  anD 
tufiole  Wilder,  to  tlje  great  Deceit,  lofs 
anofijtDerance  of  tlje  common  pecple} 

9nD  tlje  toafiing  of  tlje  £>oib  ano  ©it* 

Dec,  3it  is  ©roaineD  anD  CftablfificD, 

Cfiat  no  artificer  no?  otfiec  man  mijat* 
foebec  fie  be  from  fienccfojtfi  fijast  gilD 
no?  filber  any  fttcfi  locks ,  Kings , 
'Beads,  Canoieflicks,  Jpornefs  fo? 

ip  4  CitDIes, 


t 


io4  3  EoucWone  fo?  ColD 
<S5itbieg,  Cijaiiices,  fpiits,  no?  pum# 

lllEfg  ft)?  Stools  ,  PoUiH£LV'BorES, 

no?  Cobetg  fo?  Cups  maDe  of  Cop- 
pet;  o?  flat  tut,  upon  pain  to  fojfeit  to 
tfje  Sting  £>ne  ijuuD?co  fiiiUings ,  at 
eberp  time  tljat  Ije .  fljaH  be  founo  guil* 
tp ,  auD  to  make  fatisfaction  to  tlje 
pattp  gciebeb  fo?  Ijig  Damages ;  T5ut 
-  tljat  (C&alices  aiusapes  etcepteD) tbe 
fain  artificers  map  tuo?k  o?  caufe  to  be 
to?ougljt  ©?naments  fo?tfie  Cljutefjof 
Copper  aiiD  JLattin,  8nD  tfje  fame 
®tlt  o?  ©fiber,  fo  tfiat  alfoapes  in  tlje 
fast,  o?  in  forne  otljec  pact  of  ebecp  fuclj 
©?nament  fo  to  be  mabe,  tlje  Coppet 
aiiD  tlje  JLattin  fijafi  be  plain,  to  tlje  in# 
tent  tfjac  a  man  map  fee  tofjereof  tlje 
tiling  is  mabe,  fo?  to  efcljelo  tlje  Deceit 
afo?efais. 

By  which  Statute  the  Guilding  or 
Silvering  any  Locks ,  Rings,  Beads, 
Candlefticks ,  Harnefs  ( that  is,  the  j 
Buckles)  for  Girdles,  Chalices,  Hilts, 
Pummels  for  Swords,  Pouder-Boxes  j 
and  Covers  for  Cups  made  of  Copper 
orLattin  (to  wit,  BrafsJ  is  pofitively 
forbid ,  upon  the ,  penalty  of  5 1.  for 

•  '  every  \ 
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every  offence.  And  one  reafon  there¬ 
of  appears  to  be  this,  That  fuch  work¬ 
ing  of  Copper  orLattin,  and  .Cover¬ 
ing  the  fame  with  Gold  or  Silver,  is 
not  only  a  great  wafting  of  the  Gold 
and  Silver,  but  the  occafion  of  a  great 
fraud,  by  making  fuch  Wares  to  be 
in  appearance  of  the  value  of  whole 
Gold  and  Silver ,  when  indeed  they 
are  in  the  fubftance  thereof  but  drols 
and  Counterfeit.  And  no  doubt  but 
fome  perfons  at  this  day  ( as  well  as 
when  that  Statute  was  made)  are  or 
may  be  deceived  by  fuch  falfe  Coun¬ 
terfeit  Works,  and  perhaps  (when  it 
is  too  late)  experience  the  old  Pro* 
verb  to  be  true,  That  all  is  not  Gold  that 
glifiers ; 

And  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but 
that  the  Makers  of  that  Statute  were 
well  informed  that  Copper  or  Brafs 
may  be  wrought  into  very  many  forts 
of  Work  wherein  Gold  or  Silver  may 
be  wrought.  And  becaufe  much  de¬ 
ceit  was  then  ufed  in  the  working  of 
Buckles,  and  in  Hilts  and  Pummels  for 
Swords,  as  well  as  of  Later  times, 

fuch 
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fuch  fevere  penalties  were  laid  on  the 
Workers  of  fuch  falfe  Wares,  purpofe- 
ly  to  fupprefs  all  Counterfeit  and  de¬ 
ceitful  Work-  ;; 

Such  Works  being  not  only  a  wrong 
to  the  Wearer  by  doing  little  or  no 
Service,  (by  reafon  of  its  brittlenefs, 
and  its  Kankering&  flunking  quality, 
and  foon  lofing  its  Gold  or  Silver  Co¬ 
lour)  but  alfo  to  the  workers  af  whole 
Gold  and  whole  Silver  Works,  who 
are  much  hindered  and  damnified  in 
their  Trades,  by  reafon  fuch  falfe 
W orks  are  made  to  refemble  their  true 
or  right  Works,  and  fold  and  worn 
inftead  thereof. 

|\  ,  ,  /  '  '.I 

Therefore  it  may  be  reafonably  con-  - 
ceived ,  that  the  Workers  of  whole 
Gold  and  whole  Silver  Works  are  in¬ 
tended  by  the  faid  Statute, parties  grie¬ 
ved  as  well  as  the  Wearer,  and  jfliall 
recover  fatisfadiion  from  the  Offen¬ 
ders. 

*  «•  '  „■  *  _ 

And  I  am  well  affured ,  that  the 
1  profecution  of  the  offenders  againft 


\ 
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this  Statute  ( which  may  be  done  by 
Pill,  Plaint  or  Information)  belongeth 
to  the  Wardens  and  Company  of  Gold- 
faiths ,  London. ,  as  well  as  the  private 
agrieved  party.  • 

And  the  Makers  and  Workers  of 
fuch  Counterfeit  Works  are  fubjefted 
to  the  Wardens  and  Companies  pow¬ 
er  to  Corre<a  and  Punifh  in  as  full  and 
ample  manner  as  fuch  Workers  who 
cover  Tin  with  Silver  mentioned  in 
their  Charter.  ■  > 


I  Will  further  add  fomething  that  may 
he  ufeful  to  them  that  kno)V  it  noty  to 
prevent  their  being  deceived  with  the 
Counterfeit  Coyn 5  that  (notwithflanding 
the  great  Care  ufed  by  our  Governors  to 
prevent  it)  is  continue  ally  made  and  vended 
amongfl  us.  Wherefore  they  are  to  Ob- 
ferve 3  ^  • 

Firft,  That  there  is  one  fort  of  un¬ 
lawful  Money,  that  is  made  fo5  (of  the 

lawful 
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lawful  Coyn)  by  Clipping  or  Filing^ 
or  both ,  or  otherwise  lightening  or 
impairing  the  fame. 

\  A  V  «>  i‘:  -  ■*  v:.  *V  .*V' 

Secondly,  There  is  another  fort  of 
unlawful  Counterfeit  Money,  made 
with  the  mixture  of  a  little  Silver  and 
other  bafer  Metal,  which  by  artificial 
working,  boyling  and  finishing,  will 
be  made  much  like  in  Countenance, 
and  near  as  palfable  as  good  Money. 

+  \  N  *  •  -  >  ‘ 

Thirdly,  There  is  another  fort  ofi 
unlawful  Money,  made  of  folid  Cop¬ 
per  or  Brafs,  and  covered  or  cafed  over 
{on  the  flat  parts  as  thick  as  paper,and 
on  the  edges  near  as  thick  as  a  fix 
pence )  with  good  Silver,  and  is  com¬ 
monly  as  paffable  as  the  other. 

i  1 ''  •  i  /. 

Fourthly,  There  is  another  fort  of 
Counterfeit  Money  made  only  of  fine 
hardened  Tin,  which  comes  near  (at 
firfl:  making)  to  the  colour  of  good 
Silver  Money. 

'j,  i  »i 
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For  the  knowing  of  thefe  ( one  from 
another  and  all)  from  the  Lawful  Coyn , 
Note  further^ 

Of  the  Firftj  The  good  Silver  Coyn 
that  is  dipt,  filed  or  leffened,  although 
thereby  made  unlawful,  yet  accord¬ 
ing  as  it  is  more  or  lefs  by  thefe  ways 
abufed,  the  people  do  receive  or  re- 
fufe  it,  as  they  can  agree.  , 

Of  the  Second,  This  fort,  although 
when  artificially  finifht,  it  much  re- 
fembles  fhe  proper  Silver  Coyn*  yet 
it  cantlot  be  fo  cunningly  done,  but  it 
may  be  difcovered  by  its  different 
afped  firom  the- good*  if  that  give 
caufe  of  fufpition,  rub  either  the  edge 
or  flat  part  of  it  upon  a  dry  board  that 
hath  gravelly  or  gritty  matter  on  it,  - 
as  the  ftep  of  a  flair,  or  f'uch  like ;  or 
elfe  when  the  furface  or  out-part  of 
the  edge  is  a  little  rubb*d  off',  rub  it  on 
a  good  clean  Touch-ftone,  as  afore  is 
directed ;  And  if  it  be  falfe,  you  will 
thereby  difcover  it :  Or  elfe  take  a 
Goldfmith’s  Graver  made  (harp,  and 
enter  it  in  fome  part  of  the  flat  of  the 

(  -  Money 
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Money  as  if  you  begun  to  engrave  it, 
and  in  that  hole  or  entrance  (by  view¬ 
ing  it  in  the  light )  if  bad,  it  will  ap-  • 
pear  in  its  yellowifh  colour. 


Of  the  Third.  This  fort  is  alwayes 
different  from  the  good  Silver  Money 
thus,  (to  wit)  as  the  good  Silver  Mo¬ 
ney  hath  frequently  ( I  mean  the  old 
Money)  fmall  cracks  on  the  edges 
thereof,  which  is  made  by  the  forging 
it;  fothis  fort  of  Counterfeit  Money 
is  generally  fmooth  on  the  edges  with¬ 
out  fuch  Cracks ;  and  as  the  good  Mo¬ 
ney  will  (being  let  fall  or  thrown  flat 
on  a  folid  Board)  ring  fhrillifh ;  fothis 
fort  of  bad  Money,  by  reafoiv  its  Cafe 
of  Silver  cannot  be  fo  united  to  its 
body  of  Brafs  or  Copper,  but  it  will 
(if  let  fall  or  thrown  as  aforefaid)found 
like  Lead,  where  thefe  figns  give  caufe 
of  fufpition,  the  ufe  of  a  Graver,  as 
aforefaid,  will  plainly  difcover  it. 


v  ;  ■ 
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Of  the  Fourth.  This  fort  is  eafily 
difcovered  thus,  (that  is  to  lay)  it  can¬ 
not  be  avoided  but  its  countenance 
will  look  much  duller  or  darker  than 

the 
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the  good  Money  ;  and  if  you  bite  it, 
you  may  make  greater  impreflions 
thereon  with  your  teeth  than  on  the 
good  Coyn,  for  it  is  fofter,  and  much 
eafier  to  be  bent  (either  between  the 
teeth,  or  in  fome  Chink  [or  Joynt  of 
boards)  then  good  Money. 

There  may  be  other  forts  of  Coun¬ 
terfeit  Silver  Money,  and  other  ways 
to  difcover  the  fame.  But  to  enlarge 
this  Difcourfe  on  the  Critick-Niceties 
of  what  is,  or  may  be  obferveable 
therein,  and  the  Laws  in  force  con¬ 
cerning  the  fame,  would  not  onely 
Iwell  this,  but  be  matter  for  another 
Volume;  Therefore  I  will  only  add* 
That  Ingenuous  perfons  ,  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  Particulars  of  the 
j  foregoing  Treatife ,  and  thefe  plain 
i  Rules  here  laid  down,  And  by  their 
care  to  obferve  nicely,  the  proportion, 
ft  amp  ^  countenance ,  and  wearing ,  of  the 
good  Money  0  will  eafily  difcern  its 
difference  from  the  Counterfeit.  And 
as  the  Counterfeiting ,  Clipping ,  Round - 
ing^  fVaftjing^  Filings  Impairing ,  Dimi - 
nifhing,  f^lftfying^  Scaling  or  Lighten ~ 
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//*g,(for  wicked  lucre  fake)  the  proper 
Money  or  Coyns  of  this  Realm,is  High 
Treafon,  by  thefe  Statutes,  (to  wit) 

25  Ed.  3.2.  and  5  EL  11.  and  iSELi. 
And  the  a&ors  of  thefe  Crimes,  their 
Counfellers,  Confenters ,  or  Ayders 
therein,  to  be  punifhed  accordingly : 

So  the  counterfeiting  the  Sterling  or 
Standard  Gold  or  Silver  of  this  Realm, 
in  any  Works  or  Wares  whatfoever, 
both  the  working,  felling,  expofing  |o 
fale,  exchanging  or  bartering  thereof, 
is  feverely  punishable,  as  is  afore  made 
manifeft :  And  it  may  be  faid  of  the 
(  unlawful  Money,  as  of  the  unlawful  ! 

Gold  and  Silver  Works,  That  if  the 
People  would  (as  they  may)  be  fo  In-  | 
genuous  to  know  and  refufe  them,  the 
maker  of  either  would  foon  defift 
from  fuch  unlawful  Imployments.  I 
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Here  folio weth  a  Catalogue 

of  the  Names  of  the  feveral  For- 
xaign  Silver  Coy  ns  that  are  brought 
into  this  Kingdom,  as  Bulloin,  with 
the  particular  weight  of  each  Coyn, 
And  their  particular  Allay  and  Va¬ 
lue,  according  to  the  aforefaid  Stan¬ 


dard  of  xi  a^/ 1  d>vti  accounting 
the  fame  at  5  s.  the  Ounce  Troy. 

I  ''  x  y' 

Being  very  ufeful  for  all  Workers  in 
Silver,  or  Traders  in  the  faid  Mo¬ 
neys,  for  their  ready  knowing  the 
worth  of  every  of  them,  without 
being  at  the  trouble  or  charge  ol 
making  Alfays  thereof. 
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dwt,  gr. 

Holland  Dollar  - —  1 

r 

^  CO  i§  '5  H 

Lyon  Dollar  • — 

00  17  184  — 

Duckgtoon  of  Flanders 

01  00  22,  — 1 

Rix -Dollar  of  the  Empire 

I 

0 

0 

M 

0® 

M 

1 

Mexico  Real  - 

1 

00  17  12  — 

Sevil  Real  «-r— 

00  17  12  — 

Old  Cardecu 

00  06  34  — 

French  Lewis  - 

1 

00  17  II  — 

Double  Mtlrez  of  Portugal 

00  14  4  — 

Single  Milrez  of  Portugal 

,  • 

,  00  07  2  — 

Sf*  Mtar\of  Venice  — 

00  10  4  — 

Double  Dutch  Styver  — 

00  01  0 

Crofs  Dollar  - 

l  Is'  in  « 

0 

0 

*■* 

CO 

0 

0 

r 

2ealand  Dollar  - 

weight 

00  13  00  — 

pld  Philip  Dollar - -  - 

or  2  0 

Ferdinando  Dollar  1623 

00  18  6  — 

Prince  of  Orange  Dollar  ?«'l4 

l|-  ,] 

I  00  18  6  ~~ 

Leopoldus  Dollar  162  \ 

h  ! 

00  18  2 

Rodolpbui  Dollar  1607 

- 

00  18  7 

Maximilian  Dollar  1616 

00  18  2 

Danifh  Dollar  1620 

1  00  13  0  ~ 

Portugal  Leftoq  ■ 

i 

00  05  « — 

fhe  Quarter  of  a  new  i 

1 

00  04  9  — 

French  Le  vm  $ 

1 
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